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Operations Committee Resoiutions

WHEREAS the 2018-2019 winter season saw significant back to back snow storms and record 
breaking snow accumulations of approximately 388 cm (almost 13 feet) which created 
challenges for residents, as well as the City of Greater Sudbury crews;

AND WHEREAS the City of Greater Sudbury, in anticipation of ongoing climate change impacts, 
should adapt and be prepared to deal with unusual and significant weather events;

AND WHEREAS the Winter Control Update report presented to the Operations Committee on 
April 15‘^, 2019 provides details of the 2018-2019 winter season, the challenges experienced, 
maintenance activities and costs;

AND WHEREAS “winter maintenance” includes activities such as snow removal, salting and 
sanding, grading, ditching, drainage, pothole repairs, as well as the people and equipment that 
deliver those services;

AND WHEREAS recent changes to the Minimum Maintenance Standards for Municipal 
Highways, O Reg 239/02 were made which include the ability for municipalities to declare a 
“significant weather event”, with implications for winter maintenance on roadways and sidewalks 
during the duration of the event;

AND WHEREAS Counoil wishes to have standards and protocols established in accordance 
with the new Minimum Maintenance Standards which would see the City define what would 
constitute a significant weather event, when such an event would be declared, the 
corresponding service level adjustments required and a communication policy which would be 
triggered by the declaration of a significant weather event;

AND WHEREAS Council also wishes to have clearly defined policies specifying how winter 
maintenance activities are conducted for transparency, consistency and sustainability;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the City of Greater Sudbury directs that staff bring a 
report to the Operations Committee in the third quarter of 2019 which would outline the 
protocols and policies to declare a Significant Weather Event, the corresponding service level 
adjustments required and communication policy triggered by the declaration of a significant 
weather event;
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AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that staff also be directed to bring forward a comprehensive 
policy of services and service levels within the general service category of winter maintenance, 
to the Operations Committee in the third quarter of 2019, in time for the 2019-2020 winter 
season.

AND THAT the experiences and standards for winter maintenance from other municipalities be 
included.
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