
Sport of Pickleball in Sudbury:
Input into Plans Forward

Presentation to Council, April 27, 2021



Who we are:

• GSPA is a volunteer public organization with scores of members 
with an elected executive. 

• Our organization promotes the continued growth of Pickleball in 
Sudbury

• We support players of all ages, gender, physical abilities, and 
skill level.

• We want to help improve of our facilities – provide input to the 
City, YMCA, SITC . . .   (e.g. collection to erect wind screens)

• We fully support the development of multi-use facilities 
• Within the community we provide learn-to-play sessions/ 

coaching for novice players, schools, recreational players, and 
coordinate play at indoor facilities 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Our prime directive is to Promote Pickleball in Sudbury but there’ll be a number of references to Tennis. Full disclosure – in addition to Pickleball many of us also play tennis, and squash, and/or badminton. We are not looking to promote Pickleball to the detriment of other activities.We will focus through a Pickleball lens, but we fully recognize that outdoor tennis and Pickleball are complimentary activities.              Indoor Badminton and Pickleball are also complimentary.We promote Pickleball in Sudbury amongst all players, we work with other orgs (city, YMCA, SITC, and schools) This includes  including providing learn-to-play training



What the Heck is Pickleball?
• Played with a short-handled paddle 

and a plastic ‘whiffle ball’ about the 
size of a tennis ball

• Can be compared to a cross 
between of Tennis and Ping Pong 

• Court is essentially Badminton 
court (indoor or outdoor) with the 
net just slightly lower than tennis 

• Doubles is more popular but can 
also be played Singles

• It’s a blast



• Recognized governing bodies. 
• International Skill Ranking system. 
• Many tournaments with multiple divisions. 
• A number of double-A Squash players in Sudbury also now play Pickleball. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Its an organized sport with Recognized governing bodies. Pickleball Ontario/ Pickleball Canada, USPAThere is an Internationally recognized Skill Ranking system from 1.0 (Beginner) through to 5.0 (Elite Competition level)Many tournaments with multiple divisions: Men's, Women's, Mixed, for different skill levels from Recreational through to Professional;  Massive facilities being built/ quickly overtaking participation in Tennis is many places in US.   North Bay has hosted a number of tourneys incl’g  2019 ProvincialsSudbury had landed the Pickleball Friendship Games for new Cote facilities in as part of the 2021 Ontario Sr. Games (but cancelled due to Covid)A number of double-A Squash players in Sudbury also now play Pickleball.   Sudbury has some highly competitive players (4.5 rank - -  tournament winners in U.S. )For those with more limited mobility, I can personally attest to playing an entire season with a cast on my foot



Why Promote Pickleball in Sudbury?

• Pickleball is BIG!  It is the fastest growing sport in Ontario and      
N. America.   

• Very easy to learn and is fun! But can also be fast-paced and 
competitive.

• Very accessible - minimal equipment required of players 
• As with outdoor basketball and tennis, does not require 

intensive maintenance or a city supervisor
• Makes excellent use of facilities
• Activity with broadest demographic participation (age/ gender/ 

physical abilities):   Pickleball

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Very easy to learn and is fun! But can also be fast-paced and competitive.  (key -you’re not going to continue a physical activity if its not fun). Very accessible - minimal equipment required of players (paddle, plastic ball, sneakers)As with outdoor basketball and tennis, does not require intensive maintenance or a city supervisor equally adapted for organized leagues or drop-in recreational playMakes excellent use of facilities:  one Tennis court marked up for Pickleball accommodates up to four courts of doubles = 16 players compared to typically two tennis players in same footprint;  For indoor facilities, if you have badminton courts, then you have Pickleball courtsActivity with broadest demographic participation (age/ gender/ physical abilities):   Pickleball  



• We helped SITC to pilot Pickleball in 2020 - - laying out and 
painting court lines, lending portable nets, providing learn-to-
play lessons for dozens 

• Within a few days of opening the facility to Pickleball (at non-
peak times & days only), more than 70 new members paid up as 
Pickleball Members - - growing to over 130 within a few weeks

• Frequently, ALL courts are in use with groups waiting to play

• Pickleball is expected to be part of SITC’s strategy for financial 
sustainability going forward.

We coordinate with Sudbury Indoor Tennis Club

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We work closely with SITC & helped them to pilot Pickleball. We layed out & painted the lines, provided portable nets, gave learn-to-play lessons to dozens.   Within a few days of opening the facility to Pickleball (at non-peak times & days only), more than 70 new members paid up as Pickleball Members - - growing to over 130 within a few weeks before Covid shut us down.Pickleball going to be big part of SITC’s financial sustainability
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We’ve done some homework . . . Looking at every Tennis court through a 
“Pickleball Lens” and considering overlap & underlap of facilities

Tennis Facilities
Source: City of Greater 
Sudbury WEBSITE

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This would appear to show pretty good geographical distribution of tennis courtsObvious challenge for we have with access to Pickleball – or ANY recreational facilities – is that Sudbury is, geographically, the largest city in the entire province



Where Can Pickleball Be Played?
• 28  Tennis sites with total of +60 courts, however only about half are actually 

playable; Two sites are set up specifically for Pickleball courts . . .  O’Connor(6) & 
Cote(4)

• Three other sites have had Pickleball lines painted on tennis courts (Onaping, 
Lo-Ellen, and Carmichael);  Portable nets available from community libraries.

• Only 7 sites with any playable courts have lights, of which 2 can be for Pickleball
• Indoors:  

• City had marked lines in 2 Arenas (summer only) and Community Centres 
(Capreol, Dowling, Falco, Onaping) have been used

• There are also indoor courts painted in Ray Plourde & Cambrian arenas 
(unavailable winter months)

• Spotty use of schools through community use agreements
• SITC  (club fees & court fees apply)
• Curling Club (Private;  summer only)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
(That’s GSPA’s subjective player assessment  – city staff may well use different criteria)Of the city’s outdoor sites, only two have any courts that are set up specifically as Pickleball courts . . .  O’Connor(6) & Cote(4)Three other sites have had Pickleball lines painted on tennis courts (Onaping, Lo-Ellen, and Carmichael);   Portable nets are available from community libraries.Only 7 sites with any playable courts have lights, of which 2 can be for PickleballThere are also indoor courts painted in R. Plourde & Cambrian arenas (unavailable winter months);  Private Club indoor courts at Curling Club (also unavailable winter months)



Presenter
Presentation Notes
First dedicated courts in Sudbury at O’Connor;  part of a park complex with splash pad, rink, and now a museumFrequently fully utilized, often with extras on the benchesNo lights



Copper Cliff

no Pickleball lines; rough 
shape; no lights; kids have 
put in makeshift skateboard 
ramp

Tennis lines only; no lights; saggy net 
on one court;  two courts out of service

Dowling

Presenter
Presentation Notes
After the Good  . . . The Bad & the UglyThis is not breaking news to city council or staff  - - they recognize there’s been an ever-increasing backlog of repairs to do. Its critical to do annual touch up crack filling. With our severe freeze-thaw cycles, small cracks quickly widen and render the court unplayable There comes a tipping point where its essentially a non-asset to the community.We recognize that too many courts is NOT a good thing as it spreads our maintenance too thin to be effective.   



Onaping –
Fraser St. 

Pickleball Lines on one court using tennis net;
some cracks

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Some are in–between condition-wiseMight not need re-paving but have cracks that need patching, fencing repairs and so on, net posts re-set This one illustrates  Pickleball lines painted in the middle of a tennis court to allow either to be played on the same court.  



Community Access and Pickleball 
Sudbury council and staff are committed to affordable access to 
recreational facilities, and  supports collaboration with community 
partners.
The growth of Pickleball is noted and strong evidence of demand 
expressed at open houses has been acknowledged.  
Maximizing utilization of facilities, including multi-use where possible.

> Affordable Access Conceptual Framework Report to Council  

> Parks, Open Spaces & Leisure  Master Plan Review         

> 2021 Capital Budget Allocation
.  .  .   Court refurbishment – extraordinary +$4M opportunity

Presenter
Presentation Notes
I’ll refer to some official documents for guidance.Which returns us to . . . GSPA is looking to help provide public input into the plan through a Pickleball lens.  Points from the Affordable Access Framework Report . . . The City will engage and collaborate with community partners     here we are as an eager community partnerAnd . . . to maximize the utilization of underutilized facilities.   Agree fully and we have some ideas around Pickleball to share  



O’Connor Park: Before   &    After

Presenter
Presentation Notes
To demo what CAN be done . . . These were done by city with input welcomed from GSPA



Cote Park:  Before     &       After

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Cote Park as combination Tennis and Pickleball



1. Convert one (or more) tennis 
courts into four Dedicated 
Pickleball courts each

2. Mark up Pball court at centre 
of Tennis Court with option to 
have a tether to pull net down 
to proper height

3. Simply Paint the four Pball 
courts to be used with own or 
borrowed Portable Pball Nets

4. Use OTHER under-utilized 
facilities entirely in select 
areas:

• Indoor Community Centres or 
Arenas (e.g. Dowling, Lionel 
Lalonde, Ray Plourde Arena)

• Outdoor paved Hockey rinks 

Options for Pickleball

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Existing Lo-Ellen Facility shown to illustrate Hierarchy of Options for providing Access to Pickleball Facilities throughout SudburyRead thru HierarchyMay be possible to fit multiple Pickleball courts within an outdoor rinkNeed to consider the current condition, utilization, whether area is otherwise in over-serviced or underserviced Tennis-wise, the demographics in specific communities,  And in the case of outlying areas, what other recreational opportunities exist



GSPA’s Suggestions for Consideration
Enable at least some opportunity for Pickleball to be played within ALL communities across Sudbury
Provide distributed access to Indoor venues, especially during winter months.

1. Convert ONE court for Pickleball at each of the following multi-court sites:
• Elmview,  Lo-Ellen (alt: James Jerome), Lively 6th Ave., Lorne Brady (alt: Twin Forks), Onaping Falls,  Delki Dozzi;       . . . 

Facilities to be re-surfaced & lights installed where applicable

2. For ALL Remaining ‘playable’ Tennis Courts: repair cracks/ fencing & paint Pickleball court lines for dual-use; (four-court 
layout &/or centre-court with net tethers);  add lights at selected facilities (& enable user access to lights, especially where
there is opportunity to share with basketball &/or skateboarding)

3. Rationalize unplayable/ unused facilities to ensure maintenance is sustainable.

4. Collaborate to provide access to appropriate underutilized facilities for Pickleball play :  
• Select Arena facilities in summer,  Select paved/ concreted Outdoor Rinks (summer), and especially Community Centres in 

winter

Tennis: plan would achieve +35 fully playable courts at 18 outdoor sites  (est’d one per 4600 pop.)
Pickleball:  plan would achieve +60 courts at 18 outdoor and 6 indoor sites   (est’d one per 2500 pop.)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
(That’s GSPA’s subjective player assessment  – city staff may well use different criteria)Of the city’s outdoor sites, only two have any courts that are set up specifically as Pickleball courts . . .  O’Connor(6) & Cote(4)Three other sites have had Pickleball lines painted on tennis courts (Onaping, Lo-Ellen, and Carmichael);   Portable nets are available from community libraries.Only 7 sites with any playable courts have lights, of which 2 can be for PickleballThere are also indoor courts painted in R. Plourde & Cambrian arenas (unavailable winter months);  Private Club indoor courts at Curling Club (also unavailable winter months)



You are Invited!   (post Covid lockdown):

Greater Sudbury Pickleball Association intends to 
offer free outdoor learn-to-play / coaching 
clinics for the public.   We’ll extend a special 
invitation for all our city councillors to 
participate.   

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Post Covid we’ll offer free learn-to-play clinics for the public and will extend an invitation for all our city councillors to participate.  



THANK YOU!  See you in Court!
on the

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Acknowledge and thank the support of the city.And federal and provincial support that the community is receiving in this regard.Since inception, GSPA has had great reception and encouragement from people in Jeff Pafford’s team, from Andrew Bialek, from Pam Cranston.  Special shout out for Cindy Dent.  We look forward to continued opportunity to provide public input.



Reference info only ….
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