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OFFICE OF THE INTEGRITY COMMISSIONER 
 

OPEN SESSION REPORT 

TO:    Mayor Brian Bigger and Members of Greater Sudbury City Council 

FROM:   Robert Swayze, Integrity Commissioner 

DATE:    June 28, 2021 

MEETING DATE: July 14, 2021 

SUBJECT:   Second Code of Conduct Complaint against Councillor Montpellier 

Recommendation: 

It is recommended that the compensation paid to Councillor Gerry Montpellier be 

suspended for a period of 60 days commencing with the next pay period. 

Background: 

In January of this year, I investigated a complaint against Councillor Gerry Montpellier 

alleging that he publicly criticized staff in a letter to the Prime Minister and gave an 

interview to CTV News on the letter.  I found the criticism to be severe and contrary to 

the Code of Conduct for Members of Council and Local Boards. (the “Code”).  I 

recommended that Council suspend the compensation paid to him as a Councillor for a 

period of 60 days.  Council did not accept my recommendation, reducing it to a 

reprimand. 

On May 19, 2021, I received an anonymous complaint alleging that he publicly criticized 

staff for the second time in an interview he granted to the Sudbury Star.  The article was 

published on the same day as the complaint was filed with me and it is attached to this 

report.  He refers to the fire management staff as having a “condescending nature” and 

“endorsing warfare”.  The same article quotes him as accusing fire management treating 

volunteer firefighters as “third-class citizens”.   
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I am advised that the continuing negative public statements by a person who holds a 

position of influence and authority about staff are having a serious impact on the 

morale of the professional firefighter staff.   

The Code provides as follows: 

      “14 (2)   No Member shall maliciously, falsely, negligently, recklessly, or otherwise 
improperly, injure the professional or ethical reputation, or the prospects or 
practice, of any one or more City employees.” 

 

Analysis: 

It is obvious that the reprimand against Councillor Montpellier, delivered by Council, has 

not deterred him from continuing to publicly harass professional fire staff.  His 

statements in the interview with the Sudbury Star constitutes a second offence under 

the Code. 

Decision 

In my opinion, the statements made by the Respondent, were purposely an attempt to 

injure the professional reputation of the professional firefighter staff.   I find them to be 

contrary to Section 14 (2) of the Code. 

I now strongly recommend a sanction of the suspension of his salary for 60 days for a 

second offence, beginning with the next pay period.  If he continues to make negative 

public comments about staff my next recommendation will be 90 days suspension. 

Prepared by: 

 

Robert Swayze 
Integrity Commissioner 
 

Attachment(s):  Sudbury Star Article, May 19, 2021 
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