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Municipal Elections Modernization 

Act 2016 - Nominations 

• Shortening Election Period to 120 days 

– Nomination period runs May 1st to 4th Friday in July 

• Nominees require support from twenty-five 

eligible electors 

• Nomination fees are refundable to those 

candidates who file their financial statements by 

the deadline 

 



Municipal Elections Modernization 

Act 2016 – Campaign Finances 

• Municipalities must have rules on the use of 

Municipal Resources during an Election 
– By-Law 2016-17F passed in January 2016 

• Only individual citizens may donate to a campaign 
– Introduces bans on corporate and trade union donations to all 

candidates 

• Third parties must register prior to advertising for 

or against a candidate or issue  
– Also required to comply with contribution and spending limit rules 

and file financial statements 

 



Municipal Elections Modernization 

Act 2016 – Other Items 

• New rules around Election Advertising 

– Candidates must identify who is responsible for ads 

• Clarifies authority and independence of Clerk 

– Voting locations, advance vote, voter’s list, recounts 

• Requires publication of accessibility plans 

• Report on number of declined/rejected ballots 

• Restricts electors and others from taking pictures 

or images of their own or other ballots 

 



Municipal Elections 

Modernization Act 2016 – 

Council Decisions 

• Section 41 

• Authorizing the use of  

ranked ballots 

elections for offices 

on Council 

– Ranked ballots are not 

an option for School 

Board elections 

• Section 42   

• Authorizing the use of 

voting and vote 

counting equipment 

and/or alterative 

voting methods  

 



Election Change Management 

2010 2014 

Advance Vote Days 3 in person days 1 in person day 
11 Online voting days 

Advance Vote 
Locations 

22 5 in person locations 
Election Bus 

Election Day Locations 
(excluding NRH) 

64 – Electors must 
vote at assigned 
location 

25 – Vote Anywhere 

Election Day Staff 800 350 Vote  Location 
Staff  
50  Staff Specialists 

Election Budget $800,000 $750,000 



Online Voting in Ontario 

 33 Municipalities used Online Voting in 2010 

 97 Municipalities used Online Voting in 2014 

– 2.4 million Ontario Electors = ¼ of the population 

–  Ajax is totally paperless, providing  Online/ Telephone 

– West Perth and Leamington are entirely Online 

 



Online Voting in Ontario 

•  95% of online voters and 78% of paper 
ballot voters would use online voting in 
the next election 
•  Both online and paper ballot voters cite 
convenience as why they would vote 
online in the next election 
•  88% of online ballots were cast at home 
 
“When offered alongside other voting methods, Internet 

voting is Ontario voters’ preferred method for municipal 
elections and a strong majority of users say they would 
recommend its use to others.” 
 Dr. Nicole Goodman, Internet Voting Project 

 
 



Online Voting in Greater Sudbury 

26,826 ballots or 44.9% of total ballots cast are 

cast online 
 Voted from Treviso (Italy) last evening. It was easy and uneventful.    

. . .a good way to cast a ballot.  

 SO... just voted online. Fast, easy and convenient. You have until 

8pm tonight- GO! Democracy is what we Canadians are about-don't 

waste it. 

 My son and I did tonight too. Really easy. First time he's voted in 

quite a while....Very cool.  

 I just voted from university!! I always enjoy voting and this is so 

straightforward. 

 

 

 



Online Voting in Greater Sudbury 

• 98.6% of Voters were fairly or very satisfied with 

Internet Voting 

• 88.6% Voted from home, most for convenience 

• 98.9% would vote online in the next municipal 

election 

• 12.5% of those who voted online would likely not 

have voted if only paper ballots available 

 



Recommendation for 2018 

• Online Voting in the Advance Period until the 

opening of Polls on Election Day 

• Introduction of touch screen technology for in 

person voting during the Advance Period 

• Traditional paper ballots, tabulator count on 

Election Day 



Ranked Ballots 

First Past the Post 

• Candidate with the 

most number of votes 

is elected 

• Range of support for 

members of Council  

35.28% - 52.98% 

 

Ranked Ballot 

• Candidates must 

achieve +50% of the 

votes to be elected 

• 2 of 13 members of 

Council received 

more than 50% of 

votes 



Ranked Ballots 

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_5SLQXNpz

sk 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_5SLQXNpzsk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_5SLQXNpzsk


Ranked Ballots 

Significant challenges to be ready for 2018: 

• No Canadian municipality has run a ranked 

ballot election 

– Only 8% of Ontario Clerks feel ready 

• Council and School Board voted differently 

• Vote Casting and Counting Technology  

• Increased cost 



Women in Government Day 

• 2018 is the100th 

anniversary of women 

gaining the right to vote 

• Goal to increase 

diversity of candidates 

•  September 30, 2016 

– Keynote speaker Patty 

Hadju, Minister of Status 

of Women 
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