
PUBLIC INPUT & INFORMATION SESSION 
MALEY DRIVE 

TUESDAY MARCH 1, 2016 
 

WRITTEN SUBMISSIONS AS OF FEBRUARY 17, 2016 

NO. NAME and/or ORGANIZATION 

1 Antonioni, John  

2 Brian (Sliede) 

3 Cedric 

4 Dreger, Karl 

5 Hugli, Wayne 

6 Lindsay, John (Friendly to Seniors) 

7 Maurice, Christine and Richard 

8 Tessier, Ron 

 
WRITTEN SUBMISSIONS AS OF FEBRUARY 22, 2016 

 
9 Archibald, Mike (stopmaleydrive.ca) 

10 Barrett, Daniel (Rainbow Routes Association) 

11 Bray, Bonnie 

12 Desmeules, D. 

13 Heiti, Stephen 

14 Kesek, Angele 

15 Marsh, Brian 

16 May, Steve 

17 O’Neill, Allen 

18 Tossell, Charles 

 



























City of Greater Sudbury 
Maley Drive Public Input 
 
February 22, 2016 
Rainbow Routes Association  
 
The Rainbow Routes Association (RRA) is a long standing not-for-profit 
community organization that is dedicated to Greater Sudbury’s urban 
transformation towards a healthier and more vibrant community.  We are 
committed to trails and non-motorized routes to provide residents and 
visitors with active, healthy and affordable recreation and transportation 
opportunities.  Our vision is a convenient, safe and well-used trail system 
connecting the City of Greater Sudbury.   We are passionate and convinced 
on the potential of active transportation in addressing societal problems, 
inclusive of economic equality and prosperity. 
 
We understand the magnitude and complexity of reviewing the Maley Drive 
project and what this project can bring as both opportunities and 
constraints for generations to come.   The intent of this letter is to provide a 
high level review of the Maley Drive project in respect to the RRA vision and 
mission.  It is by no means an inclusive review of the project, but one in 
respect to active transportation (travel by walking, cycling and transit). 
 
 

There is a global movement and shift towards rethinking and improving our built environment to be 
inclusive of livability and quality of place, with a direct connection to creating a more appealing and 
sustainable transportation network. The RRA is part of this movement and offers the following thoughts: 

 Improving non-motorized trips is often one of the most effective ways of improving motorized 
transportation.  A Property and Environment Research Center Study1 reviewed the concept of 
building new roads to relieve congestion and found that “two University of Toronto professors2 
have added to the body of evidence showing that highway and road expansion increases traffic by 
increasing demand. On the flip side, they show that transit expansion doesn’t help cure 
congestion either. (…) Simply put: Roads cause traffic. (…) Given that new capacity just increases 
driving, they find that “a new lane kilometer of roadway diverts little traffic from other roads.”   
This was found to be the case with the Red Hill Valley Parkway in Hamilton Ontario3.  With 
increasing data supporting this argument, has the City explored or implemented alternatives that 
may achieve alleviating congestion objectives in a more fiscally prudent and sustainable fashion?    

 A transportation model split is the percentage of travelers using a particular type of 
transportation or number of trips using a said type.  Additional investments in car-focused 
projects will increase the number of vehicle trips and thus impact our cities model split.  If the 
City wishes increased active transportation trips and reduced car-based trips, then investments 
must reflect wanted results.  

 Sudbury’s “From the Ground Up” vision is “a community that attracts people, services, 
enterprises and investments to generate 10,000 net new jobs by 2025, to achieve an unmatched 
quality of place, lifestyle and economic prosperity”.  The following is extracted from  “The 

                                                           
1 http://www.perc.org/articles/study-building-roads-cure-congestion-exercise-futility 
2 Gilles Duranton/Matthew Turner. The Fundamental Law of Road Congestion: Evidence from US cities. American Economic Review, 2011.  
3 2016 Article:   http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/hamilton/news/the-red-hill-valley-parkway-hasn-t-made-traffic-better-1.3410968  
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Economic Impacts of Active Transportation”4 in support of what active transportation can 
contribute towards our local vision: 

o Impacts on Businesses:  Retail businesses benefit greatly from increased pedestrian and bicycle 
traffic. (…) efforts to develop pedestrian-friendly shopping districts help shop owners.    

o Impacts on Personal Finances: The annual costs of bike ownership are dramatically lower than 
costs associated with individual car ownership (estimated at $0.58/km to operate a car 
compared to $0.06/km to cycle). 

o Impacts on Public Finances:  The costs for governments to develop and maintain infrastructure 
for walking and cycling are significantly lower than the costs associated with the infrastructure 
needed to support motorized traffic.  

o Health and Productivity:  There are tremendous economic losses caused by lost time and 
productivity as a result of road congestion. There are also very significant public health costs 
related to inactivity. These negative costs can be limited through active transportation. 

 

With respect to the abundance of literature that exists on the above, the RRA believes that 
additional investments in active transportation can play a significant role in reaching Greater 
Sudbury’s From the Ground Up objectives in a more sustainable and attractive fashion.    

 

In short, transportation infrastructure is expensive and must be used efficiently.  The RRA wishes to see 
more people adopt healthy and sustainable transportation methods in creating a healthier and more 
vibrant place.  A walkable city is safer, more interesting, healthier, environmentally sustainable, 
supports retail, which in turn creates more economic development as a result.  Most places have the 
objective of getting people out of their cars and walking between galleries, bars, restaurants, shops and 
other attractions to spur economic growth and quality of place.  In addition, investing in affordable basic 
transportation options can help achieve social equity and economic opportunity objectives.    
 
As it stands, we find that the Maley Drive project will not provide value for money towards our active 
transportation objectives.  Should further review indicate favorable results for Greater Sudbury’s best 
interest, the RRA urges a detailed review of active transportation infrastructure for the project and 
impacted routes.  For example, the Junction Creek trail intersects with Maley; infrastructure that 
eliminates pedestrian/vehicle interaction is necessary for this project to encourage safe active 
transportation opportunities.  We also strongly recommend an active transportation plan be completed 
and concurrently implemented to measure and support the long term objective of “stimulating a 
redevelopment of LaSalle Boulevard and the Kingsway from auto-oriented, low-density commercial uses 
to pedestrian-oriented, mixed-use buildings5.” 
  
We welcome the opportunity of collaborating with you on this project and can provide you with 
additional information on any subject brought forward above upon request.  
 
Thank you and best wishes in your deliberations. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 for 
 

Board of Directors & Staff 
Rainbow Routes Association 

                                                           
4 http://www.tcat.ca/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/Economic-Impacts-of-Active-Transportation-Backgrounder.pdf 
5 Report to Council, Building Today for a Better Tomorrow – City of Greater Sudbury, Nov 3, 2015  

 












































