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March 18, 2016 

Tony Cecutti, General Manager of Infrastructure 

City of Greater Sudbury 

200 Brady St.  

Sudbury, ON  P3A 5P3 

 

Dear Mr. Cecutti, 

 

RE: Maley Drive Extension Project 

Thank you for the opportunity to submit additional comments about the Maley Drive Extension Project.  

To summarize my concerns: 

- I am concerned that the stated benefits are unachievable or will benefit only very select sectors of 

our population; that some may only be realized if both phase 1 and phase 2 of the project are done; 

and that some may only be realized with additional non-funded interventions. 

- I am concerned that our share of the phase 1 costs will be much higher than $27.5M and that doing 

phase 1 will commit us to doing phase 2 which has as of yet an undetermined cost. 

- I am concerned that we are not properly evaluating or mitigating the damage this project will cause 

to our environment and to species at risk. 

- I am concerned that there is not a clear understanding of the real level of public support for this 

project  and that the opinions of experts like Dr. David Robinson, a respected economist, have not 

been given the proper weight in the decision to build this road. 

- I am concerned that we continue to think that road expansion is a top priority for our City, to the 

detriment of other necessary projects. 

Background 

I’m a mother and grandmother who has family here and who wants to see a better city for me and for 

my children and grandchildren.  

I am a concerned taxpayer, who strongly believes in citizen and political engagement. I’ve owned my 

home in New Sudbury for over 30 years. 

I live close to Falconbridge Road, and use Lasalle daily –  with my car, on my bike, while walking 

(sometimes with my dog Holly), and I take transit. My trips there aren’t pretty. Lasalle is ugly, with lots 

of gas fumes, lots of traffic at certain times of the day, and sometimes a lot of speeding. It’s not 

pleasant, even in my car.  

I can say the same for many of our roads that were built exclusively for cars. I want to see New Sudbury 

(and all of Greater Sudbury) become a more liveable community because it’s my home. I have made a 

conscious decision to not move away, to retire here, and I want my community to reflect my needs and 

wants.  

My feedback reflects my personal perspective as a taxpayer, and I am not representing any group or 

organization. I am not an engineer or an urban planner, but I have travelled extensively and have seen 

what other cities are doing. And I am concerned that the decisions made today will return to haunt my 

grandchildren. 
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I want to see my tax dollars go towards projects that will have concrete and measurable results, and that 

have a major “liveability” impact on all of our residents. 

Please accept my following comments. 

Council vote, March 22, 2016 

I am concerned that there is a Council vote on Maley Drive on March 22nd. Will Council have an 

opportunity to see all of the submitted comments prior to the vote? If they do not, they will not have 

seen all citizen submissions prior to making a decision, which makes this exercise moot. Even if the 

feedback is provided, how can they digest this information in time to make an informed decision? If the 

City is really serious about doing proper community consultation, we need to do better. Having a vote 

two business days after the consultation period is closed tells residents that their input really doesn’t 

count. 

Stated benefit: Maley’s going to save drivers money.  

Maley will apparently save drivers $11.1 million per year and 457,000 vehicles hours per year. Auto 

drivers will save $1.15 million annually while truck drivers will save approximately $360,000 per year in 

vehicle operating costs. Exactly how many people will benefit – 1,000? 10,000? 50,000? I rarely use 

Maley; maybe less than 10 times per year. So I can tell you that I won’t be one of those individuals 

who’ll be saving dollars. So who exactly will benefit? Are we subsidizing only a select few? 

Stated benefit:  Maley’s going to cut down on CO2 emissions.  

As someone who believes that we need to do better with our environment, I support cutting emissions. 

In Canada, the transportation sector produces 23% of greenhouse gas emissions, second only to oil and 

gas, which comes in at 25%. But Maley is only going to save us 2,459 metric tons of CO2 and $218,000 

per year. That’s a pretty low return on investment.  

I’d like to see us to fund initiatives with more impact that will make our air better for me and for my 

family. For example, let’s set a target to decrease 10% of car traffic city-wide, especially single passenger 

car traffic and let’s implement measures to make sure we reach that target. Let’s use Transportation 

Demand Management to make a real difference.  

In your last presentation to Council, you did not present any data on the impact of building the road, 

including the CO2 emissions that will be created by the construction and the impact of having less 

vegetation and trees. 

Will Maley truly be of benefit for CO2 emissions? And the stated benefits will be reduced even more if 

phase 2 is done. 

Stated benefit:  Maley’s going to reduce traffic on Lasalle 

I’m concerned that there are so many studies now that indicate that building more roads just creates 

more traffic. Are we really going to realize the traffic reductions that we expect or is Maley not going to 

make any difference at all? 
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Stated benefit:  Maley supports the mining industry 

I appreciate that we want to support one of our larger economic drivers. But frankly, neither I nor 

anyone in my family will see a direct benefit from my tax dollars being spent on Maley. Are we 

subsidizing one industry to the detriment of other subsidies that would impact more people, or that 

would increase the quality of life for us all? 

Stated benefit:  Maley’s going to reduce congestion and allow businesses to get more done in a day 

There have been comments from some residents that we have such severe congestion that we need to 

build additional roads and widen other roads. But we’re really not congested in comparison to other 

cities. And when we’re congested it’s only for a small percentage of the day – during rush hour. Does 

our “congestion” really need to be reduced by building a road? Or can it be dealt with in other ways? 

Stated benefit: Maley’s going to create jobs 

We will apparently generate 780 jobs. However, not for me, not for my family and not for anyone that I 

know. And I’m concerned that this project is creating only temporary jobs, not permanent ones, and 

that people who will be getting those jobs won’t necessarily be Sudbury residents. There are no long-

term job benefits to Maley and this is a detriment, not a benefit. Maybe we need to prioritize and 

subsidize initiatives that will create permanent jobs? 

Maley’s going to cost city tax payers $27.5M 

I keep hearing that the City has set all of this aside. That’s not what the Capital Budget reports say. Do 

we or do we not have the full amount? If we don’t, how are we going to get the rest? Will other projects 

not get done because we need to direct scare funds to Maley? And what happens if there’s a significant 

cost over-run? Will you increase my taxes to pay for this? Will you decrease services in other areas to 

pay for this?  

I’m concerned that the costs will be much more than expected. If I understand correctly, you have built 

in a 5% confidence factor on the costs of phase 1 of the project. How accurate is this? That seems to be 

a pretty low figure. You can appreciate that if you come back to Council with an ask to increase the 

budget for whatever reason, there will be a massive uproar.  

I am also concerned that most of the benefits that have explained seem to be based on the whole Maley 

project (phase 1 and phase 2 together). Yet we have no confirmed costs for phase two. What happens if 

you don’t get approval to build phase 2? Will the stated benefits be realized? 

I am very concerned that this project will become an elephant that we will have to continue to feed for 

many, many years. 

Benefit: Maley’s going to get the ore and other large trucks off Lasalle 

This is a benefit I can support. It’s scary walking and riding a bike when those trucks zoom up beside you. 

However, we talk about “encouraging” trucks to use Maley. If one of the primary considerations is that 

we want to remove this traffic from Lasalle, we need to do more than just “encourage”.  

There will still be some truck traffic because of deliveries of goods to businesses, but we need to 

legislate that the undesired trucks will not be allowed to use Lasalle.  
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Benefit: Maley’s going to promote walking, cycling, and use of public transit by removing traffic 

volumes and large vehicles from Lasalle 

That would indeed be a benefit, but just removing traffic and large vehicles isn’t going to help make 

Lasalle more liveable. Lasalle will still be a dangerous road for people who walk, bike and take transit. 

There are other things that you must do if you want to realise this objective.  

You need to make all sidewalks safer and plow them in the winter – just as good as you plow the road. 

You need to install more bus shelters, clear all bus stops of snow to encourage people to take the bus, 

and make bus service more frequent. You need to build physically separated bike lanes or cycle tracks by 

doing a road diet or narrowing lanes. You need to do traffic calming on the road, and enforce speed 

limits. You need to retrofit intersections so they are safer for pedestrians and cyclists. 

Those initiatives will promote walking, cycling, and use of public transit and until they are done, there 

will be very little benefits realized.  

Where is the budget and timelines for these initiatives? 

Maley’s going to make Lasalle more liveable for everyone  

An underlying message is that Lasalle will become more liveable. But that won’t happen just by building 

Maley. Are you going to plant trees and other greenery, hide all of those really ugly parking lots, put 

benches for people to sit and rest, put in parkettes, encourage meeting places for people, provide 

people with a reason to walk and bike along this street? Building Maley won’t make Lasalle better just 

on its own. 

Stated benefit: Maley Drive will be constructed with paved shoulders that will provide separation for 

cyclists 

My understanding was that Maley would be a through-road, that is, you can only get on or off at the 

major intersections. You’ll see high speed traffic, large volumes of traffic and all of those large trucks 

that now won’t use Lasalle.  

However, there is a lot of talk about how Maley will “open up development”. Will development be 

allowed off Maley? There are currently destination points on Maley, and now there’s talk of having 

more. 

Cycling is not just a recreational activity. It is a vital transportation option for many of our residents, one 

that is reliable, cheap, and better for your health. From a social equity perspective, we have an 

obligation to provide safe and comfortable transportation options for everyone on all of our roads. 

Very few people will feel safe on paved shoulders on this type of road. We need to ensure that cyclists 

of ages and abilities are able to get to the destinations they need to get to. Maley needs to be a valid 

corridor for all transportation. There should be separated bicycle infrastructure on Maley. Physically 

separated, not just separated with a line on the pavement. 
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Environmental impact 

I am one of the Co-Chairs of the Junction Creek Stewardship Committee. I am very concerned about the 

impact on the Creek, which is a jewel in my ward. I am very concerned about the impact on species at 

risk and about the impact on the affected wetlands.  

I fear that any effective mitigation that will be needed will drive up the cost of the project, and that the 

City may take the position that it can’t afford to do proper mitigation. We have an environmental and 

ethical obligation to ensure that building any road does not adversely affect our environment or destroy 

other specifies.  

Will there be a commitment to do whatever it takes to do this? And where will the money come from? 

Our wetlands have a definite role in our ecosystem and in flood mitigation. Has there been an 

assessment of the impact of destroying wetlands which currently minimize flooding in the City core? 

Federal and provincial funding 

I clearly understand that any federal and provincial funding for this project cannot be used for projects. 

We would need to reapply with other projects. I understand that we are nervous about withdrawing this 

project after having aggressively promoted it. But are we making a major mistake to save face? Even if 

our share of the costs could be significantly higher? 

The federal government’s yet to be announced build fund has been promoted by many federal 

politicians, including the Finance Minister and Prime Minister Trudeau. I have watched interviews where 

there are stated priorities, in particular social housing and public transportation.  

We seem to be going in the opposite direction. Our focus seems to be all on roads. I am very concerned 

that the only “shovel ready” projects that our city seems to have are ones to build more roads. That’s in 

direct opposition to so many other cities and to what we really need. 

The future 

We need to stop living in the past, and look to the future. Just because projects have been on the books 

for a number of years doesn’t meant that they are the right thing to do now. Maley Drive is not the only 

road project that needs to be reassessed. 

And the future is not about building more roads. It’s about reducing single passenger car traffic, it’s 

about making public transit affordable and reliable, it’s about making our streets and roads safer for 

everyone, it’s about realizing that our very high level of continued subsidization of car drivers is 

unsustainable. 

We are apparently ready to fund this project in order to address specifically the needs of people who 

drive cars and trucks. We need to also fund projects that address the liveability of our community and 

the needs of people who can’t or don’t want to own cars. 

In summary 

If we decide to move forward with this initiative, it should be complimented by other initiatives that 

will truly benefit our community as a whole. That would include retrofitting Lasalle to make it more 

liveable, doing whatever it takes to mitigate damage to the wetlands and to species at risk, 
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implementing Transportation Demand Management programs that will reduce single passenger car 

traffic and therefore also permanently reduce CO2 emissions across the city, implementing bylaws to 

ban ore and other large trucks from Lasalle (exception local deliveries to businesses), and planning for 

“shovel-ready” projects that aren’t exclusively focused on building roads (things like social housing 

and transit). And if you truly believe in Complete Streets and safe multi-modal transportation options 

for all of our residents, then you will build separated cycling infrastructure on Maley Drive. 

I look forward to a report which evaluates the success of Maley Drive after it’s built, and information 

on whether we stayed within budget and realized all of our objectives and stated benefits. 

Sincerely,  

 

Rachelle Niemela 

 

 

 

 



   
    

    

   

   

    
  

   

                 
 

                
                 

                 
               
              

   

                 
             

               
                 

               
                

   

                 
            

         

              
             

              
                  
               

              
   



                 
                  

             
                

                

                 
                  

      

                
                
                

                    
     

       

 

    
  



   
      

        
        

   
  

 
 

                
                   

                   
  







 
 

 

   
    

    

    
             

              
        

            

                 
      

        

            

    































      

   

      

   

     

     

     

   
  
 

   
 

    
   

     

 







   

   
  

      

    
  

 





 
 

 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  
 
 

 

 



 
 

 
 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  
 

 
  
 



 
 
  

   
  

 
   

   
   
  

  

 
 

 
 

   
   
   
   

 
 

   
 
  

 

 
 
 

 
   

  
 
 

  
 
 

 
 
 
  
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
  
 
 

  
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

  
 
 

 
 
  
 
 

  
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  
 
 

  
 



 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 



      

   

     

 





 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 
 
 
   
 
 
 
  

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 





    
  

               

  
           

   
         

       

       

                

 
             

              
               

  
         

               
                 

             
          

             
             

             
             

 
           

           
        

  





   
  

       
      
       
       
        
      
      
      
        
       
      
       
       
      

  











  
               

       

 








