
Request for Decision 

Vicious Dog Appeal, ACR #669022 - Daniel
Woodliffe

 

Presented To: Hearing Committee

Presented: Monday, Jun 29, 2015

Report Date Wednesday, Jun 17,
2015

Type: Public Hearings 

File Number: ACR #669022

Recommendation
 THAT the City of Greater Sudbury upholds the Vicious Dog
Notice #669022, issued to Daniel Woodliffe. 

Background

The City of Greater Sudbury By-law 2002-285, as
amended, became effective on January 1, 2003 and regulates
the keeping of animals and the registration of dogs and cats. Part
VIII of the By-law entitled "Vicious Dogs"; section 21 of the
By-law, contains provisions for the issuance of a Vicious Dog
Notice to owners of dogs that have attacked a person or
domestic animal without provocation.

The effect of the notice is to ensure the owner of a dog deemed
vicious by receipt of the notice, muzzle and leash the dog when
not inside the owner's dwelling at all times. 

The By-law is specific about how the process is carried out and
the contents of the notice. Several provisions in the by-law for
the issuance of the notice are mandatory requirements of the
Registrar and of the recipient of the Notice. 

This section also provides for an appeal of the notice by the owner of the dog requesting a hearing of the
matter by Council or Committee of Council.  The Committee may uphold the notice and its contents, exempt
the owner from the muzzling or leashing requirements or from both, or may modify the conditions for
muzzling or leashing.

By-law Procedure Vicious Dog Notice - #669022

Subsection 2(1) of By-law 2002-285 designates the Manager of Compliance and Enforcement
Services for the City of Greater Sudbury as the Registrar pursuant to the By-law, and By-law Officers in
Compliance and Enforcement have been appointed by the Registrar to perform the task of issuing Vicious
Dog Notices pursuant to the By-law. 

Subsection 21(2) of the By-law states "Where the Registrar is informed upon written complaint, and is
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Subsection 21(2) of the By-law states "Where the Registrar is informed upon written complaint, and is
satisfied that the dog has attacked without provocation or bitten a person or domestic animal, and had
further been provided with satisfactory evidence as to the name and address of the owner of the dog the
Registrar shall serve notice on the owner of the dog that the dog is deemed to be a vicious dog and
requiring the owner to comply with any or all of the requirements set out in Subsections 21(4) and 21(5)."

A written complaint was received requesting that two dogs named Ben and Sampson, be deemed vicious,
based on an incident on March 19, 2015 where the complainant’s dog was attacked.  A copy of the Victim
Statement is attached to this report.

Information in the letter describes an incident that while walking her dog on a leash at Delki Dozzi Park in
the City of Greater Sudbury the complainant and her dog were approached by two dogs who were not on
leashes. The two dogs were later identified by an Animal Control investigation as “Ben” (a brindle boxer with
registration number D4301/2015) AND “Sampson” (a black shepherd with registration number
D4302-2015) both owned by Daniel Woodliffe. The registrations for both dogs are attached to this report.
Sampson ran at the complainant’s dog and bit him on the muzzle. 

Sampson would not release and shook the complainant’s dog violently, tearing the skin. When Sampson
finally released the dog, Ben then bit the complainant’s dog on the muzzle and also shook violently, causing
more tearing. The dogs eventually released and returned to their owner who put each dog on a leash. The
complainant then immediately went to the veterinary where her dog spent three (3) hours in surgery
repairing the wounds.

Greater Sudbury Animal Control (GSAC) investigated this incident and it was recorded in the report by the
Animal Control Officer that the owner, Mr. Daniel Woodliffe was co-operative when receiving Provincial
Offence Notices for “Permit Dog to Attack”, “Permit Dog to run at large”, “Fail to take reasonable precautions
from preventing a dog from attacking” and “Fail to Register Dog” on March 24, 2015.  The
dog owner confirmed the incident, and provided the explanation that the leash broke, yet both dogs were
able to be leashed after the attack.    

A Vicious Dog Notice, #669022, dated March 26, 2015 was prepared and hand delivered to the registered
owner of the dogs.  The notice contains the requirements of Subsections 21(4) and 21(5) of the by-law;
ensuring the dogs are muzzled and leashed when not inside the owner's dwelling unit, notifying the owner of
his requirement to provide a change of address, the owner's right to appeal the notices and the effective
date of the notice, pursuant to subsections 21(6), 21(7) and 21(8) of the by-law. The Vicious Dog Notice is
attached to this report. 

Appeal Notice

A letter of Appeal of the Vicious Dog Notice was sent by the owners dated March 30, 2015. A copy of
the appeal letter is attached to this report.  The hearing was scheduled, and a notice was sent to the owners
of the dogs advising of the date and time of the hearing. 
 
Conclusion

The Registrar is confident that the Vicious Dog Notice issued to Mr. Daniel Woodliffe satisfies the
requirements of By-law 2002-285, Part VIII, Section 21, a By-law to regulate the keeping of animals and the
registration of dogs and cats. The purpose of the notice is to mitigate the recurrence of similar incidents and
provide an assurance of safety for the area residents and the general public.  The Registrar recommends
that the Vicious Dog Notice be upheld by the Committee.
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b) keep the vicious dog muzzled. 
 
 
AND FURTHER 
 
(6) Every owner of a vicious dog shall notify the Registrar within two 

working days of any change in ownership or residence of the vicious 
dog and provide the Registrar with the new address and telephone 
number of the owner. 

 
(7) Where the owner of a vicious dog is informed that his or her dog has 

been deemed to be a vicious dog, the owner may, within 14 days of 
such notice, request in writing a hearing by Council or committee 
established for that purpose and Council may exempt the owner from 
the muzzling or leashing requirement, or both such requirements or 
may modify the conditions for muzzling or leashing. 

 
(8) The notification that a dog is a vicious dog is effective from the date it is 

served, even if a hearing before Council is requested by the owner of 
the dog affected. 
 

Failure to comply with this notice will result in charges pursuant to the by-law 
and Provincial Offences Act, which upon conviction may result in a fine to a 
maximum of $5,000. 
 
 
 
Dated this March 26, 2015 
 
 
 
_______________________________ 
Stephen Holt By-Law Enforcement Officer  
For: Darlene Barker, Registrar 
Manager of Compliance and Enforcement 
City of Greater Sudbury 
 
 
C: Greater Sudbury Animal Control 
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