
Request for Decision 

Vicious Dog Appeal, ACR #66381A & #66381B -
Dennis Richer & Jennifer Lapointe

 

Presented To: Hearing Committee

Presented: Monday, Jun 29, 2015

Report Date Wednesday, Jun 17,
2015

Type: Public Hearings 

File Number: ACR #663381A &
#663381B

Recommendation
 THAT the City of Greater Sudbury upholds the Vicious Dog
Notice #66381A and #66381B issued to Dennis Richer and
Jennifer Lapointe 

Background

The City of Greater Sudbury By-law 2002-285, as
amended, became effective on January 1, 2003 and regulates
the keeping of animals and the registration of dogs and cats. 
Part VIII of the By-law entitled "Vicious Dogs"; section 21 of the
By-law, contains provisions for the issuance of a Vicious Dog
Notice to owners of dogs that have attacked a person or
domestic animal without provocation.
 
The effect of the notice is to ensure the owner of a dog deemed
vicious by receipt of the notice, muzzle and leash the dog when
not inside the owner's dwelling at all times. 
 
The By-law is specific about the contents of the notice and how
the process is carried out.  Several provisions in the By-law for
the issuance of the notice are mandatory requirements of the Registrar and of the recipient of the Notice.
 
This section also provides for an appeal of the notice by the owner of the dog requesting a hearing of the
matter by Council or Committee of Council.  The Committee may uphold the notice and its contents, exempt
the owner from the muzzling or leashing requirements or from both, or may modify the conditions for
muzzling or leashing.
 
By-law Procedure Vicious Dog Notice – 66381A and 66381B                            

Subsection 2(1) of By-law 2002-285 designates the Manager of Compliance and Enforcement Services for
the City of Greater Sudbury as the Registrar pursuant to the By-law, and By-law Officers in Compliance and
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Enforcement have been appointed by the Registrar to perform the task of issuing Vicious Dog Notices
pursuant to the By-law.

Subsection 21(2) of the By-law states "Where the Registrar is informed upon written complaint, and is
satisfied that the dog has attacked without provocation or bitten a person or domestic animal, and had
further been provided with satisfactory evidence as to the name and address of the owner of the dog the
Registrar shall serve notice on the owner of the dog that the dog is deemed to be a vicious dog and requiring
the owner to comply with any or all of the requirements set out in Subsections 21(4) and 21(5)."

A written complaint was received by the Registrar on February 24, 2015, regarding an occurrence that took
place on February 23, 2015 where the complainant's dog was attacked and killed.  The letter of complaint is
attached to this report.
 
Information in the letter describes an incident which happened on February 23rd, 2015.  The complainant
stated that they were in their back yard with their small dogs when two large dogs entered the yard off leash
and took one of the small dogs in their mouths and ran off. The complainant chased the two large dogs
across the street to a neighbours house where the large dogs reside. The victim found their small dog dead
at that location. The complainant also took pictures of the dog's body after the incident.
 
Vicious Dog Notices 66381A and 66381B, dated March 9, 2015 were issued to the dog owners. Sudbury
Animal Control also investigated the matter and charges were subsequently laid against  the dogs owners.
 
Appeal Notice
A letter of Appeal of the Vicious Dog Notice was sent by the owners dated March 23, 2015.  A copy of the
Appeal is attachted to this report.  The hearing was scheduled, and a notice was sent to the owners of the
dog advising of the date and time of the hearing.
 
Conclusion
 
The Registrar is confident that the Vicious Dog Notices issued to Dennis Richer and Jennifer Lapointe
satisfies the requirements of By-law 2002-285, Part VIII, Section 21, 1 By-law to regulate the keeping of
animals and the registration of dogs and cats.  The purpose of the notice is to mitigate the recurrence of
similar incidents and provide an assurance of safety for the area residents and the general public.
 
The Registrar recommends that the Vicious Dog Notices be upheld by the Committee.

  











Just after midnight…. Early morning of Feb 23, 2015.  

 

I had my dogs our in the back for their late night pee. 

I was taking them in 2 on leashes.   

As they were coming in the two big dogs from across the street can around the 

corner and jumped on Mousie.  They cornered him between them and grabbed him, 

then they ran away with Mousie in their mouth(s). 

 

I immediately chased after them in my sock feet.  I grabbed a little shovel and ran 

as fast as I could, yelling and screaming.   I chased them into their yard, falling 

once and losing my retainer in the neighbor’s yard.  I threw the shovel aside and 

ran to Mousie as he lay on the ground.  The dog owners were outside and I was 

screaming that “They killed my dog” referring to the big dogs.  As I picked Mousie 

up and took him away the lady was saying she was sorry.  He was dying in my 

arms as I brought him into the house.   

 

I called the veterinary emergency number and it took a long time for them to 

connect with me.  A vet technician did speak to me on the phone but Mousie was 

dead.  I had a very difficult time for the rest of the night.  I spent a long time 

talking to my friend John on the phone.  I did not sleep all night.   

 

I am worried about my other dogs.  They are all small and these two big dogs have 

a taste for killing now.   

 

  

 

 



Dog attack (other

domestic animal):

6515D

Priority: High

Call taken 02/23/2015 at 11:40 AM

Call address

See address history below

Dennis/Jennifer Richer

Call description/notes

12:10 am this morning 2 dogs from across the street came on to his property and dragged

away and killed his Papillon Chihuahua mix. The owners of the 2 dogs are aware. He has

not spoken to them since incident. Wanted to know his options. Fearful it may reoccur. Told

him about DOLA and Viscous Dog aspect of Bylaw.

Caller

Dispatched by Richard M. Paquette

Case No case

Enforcement No enforcement

Animal(s) No animals

Prior actions

Spoke with complainant on 02/24/2015 at 8:31 AM assigned to Richard L. Paquette

Notes: asking about next steps - prevention, protection. Will email statement - forward

information on how to request vicious dog notice.

Spoke with animal owner on 02/23/2015 at 7:40 PM assigned to Sheri Mills (address:

Notes: explained DOLA act, vicioud dog order, charges, surrender and licences, both

have 2014 but no valid 2015, Jennifer stated she will speak to her husband about it and

decide what they will do and call tomorrow or Wednesday with their decision. She also

questioned about the dog limit within Sudbury as complainant has 5-7 chihuahuas that

are always at large, in the bush behind his house and follows the 

2015 at 6:40 PM assigned to Sheri Mills (

Called - no answer on 02/23/2015 at 2:59 PM assigned to Richard L. Paquette (address:

 )

Notes: Mailbox full...

Corrective action taken - see notes on 02/23/2015 at 2:58 PM assigned to Richard L.

Paquette (  )

Notes: -ROXY FEMALE DOG BLACK/TAN GERMAN SHEPHERD -DOLLY FEMALE DOG

BLACK BLACK LAB Not registered 2015!

Address history: 

Current and prior occupants:

Dennis/Jennifer Richer (01/06/2014 through present)

Current and prior calls:

Dog attack (other domestic animal) #6515D on 02/23/2015 (12:10 am this morning 2 dogs from across the

street came on to his property and dragged away and killed his Papillon Chihuahua mix. The owners of the 2

dogs are aware. He has not spoken to them since incident. Wanted to know his options. Fearful it may reoccur.



Told him about DOLA and Viscous Dog aspect of Bylaw.)

Dog at large #3197D on 01/22/2014 (German Shep came into his yard and tried to attack his dog. Wednesday

3:55pm. Ongoing problem will purchase tag by feb 1st)

Dog at large #3083D on 01/06/2014 (Dog owner has 2 dogs that are always off their property - one lab mix

dog and one german shep type dog - both were ate large around 11:30 pm on Sunday Jan 5 and as well as

earlier in the day... Please contact dog owner and let them know of DAL bylaw and possible license sales. )














