
Request for Decision 

Application for a temporary use by-law in order to
permit a temporary parking lot for a period of three
(3) years, 5280 Regional Road 55, Whitefish -
Gerald McNamara

 

Presented To: Planning Committee

Presented: Monday, Jun 22, 2015

Report Date Thursday, Jun 04, 2015

Type: Public Hearings 

File Number: 751-8/15-1

Resolution
 THAT the City of Greater Sudbury approves the application by
Gerald McNamara to amend the Zoning By-law 2010-100Z with
respect to lands described as PIN 73382-0496, Parcel 31297
S.W.S., Part 1 Plan 53R-3794, Lot 4, Concession 1, Township of
Denison in order to permit a temporary parking lot in accordance
with Section 39 of the Planning Act for a temporary period of
three (3) years subject to the following condition: 

1. That prior to the enactment of the amending By-law the owner
shall submit an amendment to the existing Site Plan Control
Agreement with the City, to the satisfaction of the Director of
Planning Services, which amongst other matters, shall address: 

i) The location and configuration of the proposed temporary
parking areas; 

ii) Fire access routes; and 

iii) Siltation control. 

STAFF REPORT 

Applicant: 

Gerald McNamara 

Location:        

PIN 73382-0496, Parcel 31297 S.W.S., Part 1 Plan 53R-3794, Lot 4, Concession 1, Township of Denison
(5280 Regional Road 55, Whitefish) 

Application:   

To amend By-law 2010-100Z being the City of Greater Sudbury Zoning By-law from "M1(2)", Mixed Light
Industrial/Service Commercial Special to Mixed Light Industrial/Service Commercial Special Temporary Use
to permit a temporary parking lot pursuant to Section 39 of the Planning Act. 

Signed By

Report Prepared By
Alex Singbush
Senior Planner 
Digitally Signed Jun 4, 15 

Reviewed By
Eric Taylor
Manager of Development Approvals 
Digitally Signed Jun 4, 15 

Recommended by the Division
Mark Simeoni
Acting Director of Planning Services 
Digitally Signed Jun 4, 15 

Recommended by the Department
Paul Baskcomb
General Manager of Growth &
Development 
Digitally Signed Jun 4, 15 

Recommended by the C.A.O.
Bob Johnston
Interim Chief Administrative Officer 
Digitally Signed Jun 8, 15 



Proposal: 

The application is to permit a temporary parking lot for a period of three (3) years to support the Victoria
Mine Project.  The applicant has indicated that no expansion of the existing graded area of the site is
proposed in conjunction with this application.   

Representatives for KGHM, who are developing the Victoria Mine, have advised staff that the footprint
provided for in the Closure Plan for the Victoria Mine site is limited in size and that given the requirements
for a lay-down area for materials and equipment to construct the mine, parking is required to be provided off
the mine site.  KGHM has also advised that having off-site parking will mitigate the amount of traffic on
Fairbank Lake Road leading to the mine site.  KGHM anticipates that between 300 to 400 parking spaces
will be required during the construction phase of the mine.  Employees will be transported by bus from the
off-site parking lot to the Victoria Mine.  

The applicant's sketch shows a parking lot with 366 parking spaces. 

Site Description & Surrounding Land Uses: 

The subject property is located at the north east corner of the intersection of Municipal Road 55 and
Highway 17 in Whitefish and is bounded by the Fairbank Creek to the north.  Total property area is 10.73 ha
(26.51 acres) with sole vehicular access from Municipal Road 55. The property is occupied by a quonset
building and a storage building and is zoned “M1(2)”, Mixed Light Industrial/Service Commercial Special
permitting a transportation terminal, a mini-storage and rental facility, and a machine shop with provisions
limiting the location of open storage uses.  The owner advised that the buildings are currently vacant and
that he had operated a sawmill business, Northern Wood Products, on the property for several years after
purchasing it in 2006. 

Rural parcels to the north and west, owned by the Ministry of Transportation, are vacant and there is a rural
residential use to the east.  To the south are vacant rural parcels, several rural residential properties and a
non-conforming salvage business with frontage on Lindala Road. 

Departmental & Agency Comments: 

Building Services 

Building Services has no objections to this application other than the following comment for the applicant’s
information: 

Maintain the existing fire access routes to the buildings. 

Development Engineering 

Development Engineering has reviewed the above noted application and has the following comment: 

Prior to approval, the owner must submit a siltation control plan for review due to the close proximity of the
site to Fairbank Creek.  Plan must clearly show proposed method of silt and sediment control, as well as
type and location of materials being implemented.  The siltation controls must remain in place for the entire
duration of the approved time period of the application. Maintenance of the siltation controls will be the
responsibility of the owner. 

Roads and Transportation Services 

No concerns. 

Nickel District Conservation Authority 



We have no objection to the parking lot.  However, the property is located in a regulated area and
development is restricted in areas extending 30 meters from the watercourse and 120 metres from the
wetland.  Therefore, the parking lot must be constructed on existing grade with no fill being brought in.  A
Section 28 application will be required for any site alteration proposed on the property. 

Ministry of Transportation 

In general, the Ministry has no objections.  Since the subject property is located within the Ministry of
Transportation of Ontario (MTO) permit control area, the owner is to be made aware of the following: 

1.    An MTO building/land use permit will be required prior to the construction of any parking lot, buildings,
septic systems, fences, wells, etc. within 46 m of the limits of the MTO right-of-way (ROW) or within a 395
metre radius of the intersection of Highway 17 and MR 55.  New parking lots must be setback a minimum of
3 metres from the limits of the MTO ROW.  New buildings, septic systems etc. must be setback a minimum
of 14 metres from the limits of the MTO ROW.  New wells must be setback a minimum of 30 metres from the
limits of the MTO ROW. 

2.    Access to the property will be restricted to MR 55, access to Highway 17 will not be allowed. 

3.    Prior to making any permits available, the MTO reserves the right to request that certain studies be
prepared and submitted to the MTO for review and approval.  Our areas in interest include traffic, drainage
and illumination impacts to the highway.  Should a traffic study conclude that highway improvements are
required; the applicant will be financially responsible to have the improvements constructed to the MTO’s
satisfaction. 

Public Consultation: 

The statutory notice of the public hearing was provided by newspaper along with a courtesy mail out to
property owners and tenants within a minimum of 120 metres of the property. The applicant was advised of
the City’s policy which recommends that applicants consult with their neighbours, ward councillor and key
stakeholders to inform area residents on the application. As of the date of this report one telephone call and
two letters expressing concerns with respect to traffic and the proximity of the Fairbank Creek, attached to
this report, have been received by the Planning Services Division. 

Planning Considerations: 

Official Plan Conformity 

The subject lands are designated "Rural" in the City of Greater Sudbury Official Plan. Section 5.2.5 of the
Official Plan, Rural Industrial/Commercial, indicates that some limited rural industrial/commercial uses are
permitted in Rural Areas, particularly those activities that provide rural economic benefits that are balanced
with protection of the natural environment and the agricultural resource base. 

Section 20.5.3 of the Official Plan indicates that conformity with the land use policies of the Plan are
not required for temporary use by-laws. 

Zoning By-law Conformity 

The subject lands are zoned “M1(2)”, Mixed Light Industrial/Service Commercial Special permitting a
transportation terminal, a mini-storage and rental facility, and a machine shop with provisions limiting the
location of open storage uses under By-law 2010-100Z.  No new buildings are proposed in conjunction
with the temporary parking use and there is adequate area on-site to accommodate this use.  The
proposed parking areas are internal to the site and adjacent residential uses are well buffered by existing
vegetation. 

Planning Staff attended the site on May 31, 2015 and observed that the property was partially overgrown



Planning Staff attended the site on May 31, 2015 and observed that the property was partially overgrown
along with debris related to the former sawmill operation.  Given the condition of the property, additional
clearing and grading may be necessary to accommodate the proposed parking areas; although the
applicant has indicated that no expansion of the existing graded area is proposed to accommodate the
temporary parking lot.  Staff is recommending that the existing site plan control agreement for the property
be amended to show the proposed parking areas in order to provide the applicant with the opportunity to
address the comments provided by Building Services, Development Engineering and the Nickel District
Conservation Authority.  

Summary: 

The proposed temporary parking lot use for a period of three (3) years is expected to have minimal impacts
on surrounding land uses. The applicant is advised to contact MTO with respect to the permit and setback
requirements and potential requirement for a traffic impact study referred to in the comments provided.
Planning Services recommends that the application be approved subject to the condition set out in the
Recommendation section of this report.
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PHOTO 1 SUBJECT LANDS, 5280 MUNICIPAL ROAD 55, VIEWED
LOOKING NORTH EAST FROM MR 55

PHOTO 2 ON-SITE VIEW OF STORAGE BUILDING, 5280 MR 55

751-8/15-1 PHOTOGRAPHY MAY 31, 2015



PHOTO 3 ON-SITE VIEW OF QUONSET HUT AND ACCESSORY
STRUCTURES, 5280 MR 55

PHOTO 4 VACANT RURAL LANDS TO THE SOUTH OF THE SUBJECT
LANDS, VIEWED LOOKING SOUTH FROM MR 55
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PHOTO 5 5206 MR 55, EAST OF THE SUBJECT LANDS, VIEWED
LOOKING NORTH FROM MR 55

PHOTO 6 43 LINDALA ROAD, SOUTH OF THE SUBJECT LANDS,
VIEWED LOOKING SOUTH FROM LINDALA ROAD
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