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Background
In the past few years, the City and Police Services have been
receiving a number of complaints related to alcohol consumption
in parks and playfields.

In February, 2013, a meeting was held with Greater Sudbury
Police Services (G.S.P.S.) and City staff to review the issues and
concerns and to develop an action plan to eliminate such
activity.  A zero tolerance policy will be more closely
monitored related to enforcement of the Alcohol Risk
Management Policy (By-law 2004-179), and the Parks By-law
(2013-34).

Meetings with Playfield User Groups

The Greater Sudbury Police Services attended the league
meetings in March, 2013 and stated that the zero tolerance
policy will be implemented this upcoming season. In addition, staff reviewed the Alcohol Risk Management
Policy with league representatives and will also attend individual adult team meetings in order to
encourage compliance. For Council's information, a copy of By-Law 2004-179 - Alcohol Risk Management
Policy is attached.

Enforcement and Consequences

Greater Sudbury Police Services will be provided copies of playfield users regular season and playoff
schedules along with a list of tournaments.  The G.S.P.S., when available, are committed to proactively
patrolling playfields and to charge individuals consuming alcohol in parks and playfields.  In addition,
Greater Sudbury Police Services will conduct RIDE checks near athletic facilities throughout the season to
increase police presence. The Parks Security and City Staff will also be playing a role related to
enforcement by reporting any teams in violation of the policy.
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As part of the Alcohol Risk Management Policy, failure to adhere to the policy will result in teams being
suspended along with the denial of future facility permits to the user.  The following progressive response is
the policy for individuals, teams and or organizations violating the policy. 

First Level Response:  The facility permit holder will be sent a registered letter outlining the consequences
of further infractions and advising that violations of the policy will not be tolerated.

Second Level Response:  The facility permit holder will be sent a registered letter stating that they will lose
all scheduled facility bookings for a three month period, including fees related to their permit and are
suspended from eligibility for permits at any municipal property for the same period of time.  After the
suspension period is over, no new facility permits will be issued until the user meets with City staff to review
the policy and to discuss how they will ensure that all rules will be complied with in the future.

Third Level Response:  The facility permit holder will be sent a registered letter stating that they are
suspended from organized use of all municipal facilities for a period of one year and any scheduled
bookings are cancelled without refund.  After the suspension period is over, no new facility permits will be
issued until the user meets with City staff to review the policy and to discuss how they will ensure that all
rules will be complied with in the future.

The first level response is considered having been addressed in view of the meetings held with leagues and
teams related to the Alcohol Risk Management Policy. Teams have been advised that any group in violation
of the policy will result in a second level response which will include a two week suspension from facility
use. The suspension is consistent with the Municipal Arenas second level response. Should the user group
violate the policy after the second level response is implemented, the facility user(s) will be suspended for
the season as indicated in the third level response.

Conclusion

Staff will prepare an information report to the Community Services Standing Committee in October in order
to provide an evaluation of the 2013 playfield season.
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