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Downtown/Area Specific Programs

The following programs have been developed to address specific areas of improvements within
municipalities. Some of the programs are available for all property types, while others target specific forms
of redevelopment. The programs may be in the form of a loan, a grant, waiving of fees, tax rebates and tax
forgiveness.

Municipality Type of Program Downtown/Area Specific Programs

Municipal Property
Acquisition, Investment
and Partnership

Rehabilitation of existing Town property, acquisition of property and
public/private partnerships for rehabilitation of public or private lands

. Where rehabilitation/improvements result in an increase in assessed
. Rehabilitation Tax Grants . ) ,
Ajax : value, an annual grant equal to 80% of the increase in the Town’s taxes
(not currently active) ] )
is provided for 10 years.

Reimbursement of 80% to 100% of development and building permit

Grant

fees
DC Exemptions/ Full exemption or reduction (50% to 75%) to encourage higher density
Reductions and more intensive residential and mixed use developments
Parkland Dedication Provides relief in form of reduced parkland dedication requirements for
Reduction medium and high density residential development

Exemption from Parking | Relief in the form of a reduction in the number of parking spaces
Requirements required

The City of Barrie has implemented incentive programs in the City
Centre Planning Area to encourage development and redevelopment in

Loans the Downtown and Allandale communities. The historic downtown

Barrie core and former Village of Allandale together form two focal points at
either end of Kempenfelt Bay. This area constitutes one of the City’s

Grants primary mixed use intensification areas which generally corresponds

with the Provincial Places to Grow Plan, Urban Growth Centre. The

DC Exemptions long term vision is to see the entire City centre area grow and offer

more opportunities for business, residents and lifestyle/culture. The

Tax Incremental Downtown Community Improvement Plan (CIP) and the Allandale CIP

Financing complement each other and offer a range of programs in the form of

loans, grants and tax incremental financing. A development charge
exemption is also in place in certain areas within the Downtown CIP
and the Allandale CIP.
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Type of Program Downtown/Area Specific Programs

Barrie Financial Incentives | Georgian College Neighbourhood Strategy and Community Improvement

- reduction in Plan — applies to an area located within a reasonable walking distance of the

building permit fees, | College and the strategy consists of 4 key elements: Safety and Enforcement,
planning fees and | Communication and Information Sharing, Land Use, Financial Incentives

Tax Incremental

Financing
The Brampton Downtown Development Corporation (BDDC): a financially
sustainable funded, semi-autonomous organization that has evolved from
the existing Brampton Downtown Business Association (BDBA), and will have
expanded powers pursuant to existing municipal legislation, namely:
Community Development Corporation, BIA, Municipal Business Corporations

legislation.

Downtown
Brampton Development The Brampton Downtown Development Corporation is the first
Corporation Development Corporation of this kind in the Province of Ontario. After a 5-

year process, the regulation was finally passed through Provincial Cabinet in
April 2005. It is a new development tool that will have the capacity to
undertake considerably more than the existing BIA is able to currently
undertake as a Part Ill Corporation. This includes undertaking a program of
grant making, and other promotion, improvement, development and
redevelopment programs.

Downtown and Queen Street Corridor CIP and Incentive Program

DC Discounts on targeted non-retail ICI

Cash in Lieu of Parking Waiver in the Downtown
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Type of Program Downtown/Area Specific Programs

Tax Increment Equivalent for Rehabilitation and Redevelopment
(TIERR) Grant Program: The program provides a grant to owners of
lands and buildings who undertake improvements or redevelopment
Tax Increment that would result in an increased property assessment. The amount of

Equivalent the grant provided depends on the increase in the municipal portion of
Brockville property taxes resulting from the improvements. The program offers a
grant of 100% of the increase in municipal realty taxes paid annually for
a maximum period of five (5) years.

Building and Plumbing Permit Fee Grant Program: The program
provides for a grant equivalent to the fees paid for Building Permits and
Grants Plumbing Permits within a designated area. The grant represents 100%
of equivalent fees paid for building permits and plumbing permits for
approved properties.

DC Exemptions Exemption of development charges for the Caledon East Commercial
Core Area and the Bolton Business Improvement Area (BIA)

The Town assists the Bolton Business Improvement Area (BIA) Board of
Grants Management by providing funds that are allocated to enhance the
economic viability and competitiveness of the downtown core

Caledon
Following extensive stakeholder consultation and input, Council
approved a Community Improvement Plan (CIP) for Bolton. Its approval
and implementation is a significant step toward fostering private/public
partnerships in the municipality’s highest-populated community.

The CIP is designed to remove barriers to the redevelopment and
reinvestment in businesses and properties within the CIP area in Bolton.
Together with the companion Urban Design Guidelines (UDG), a flexible,
comprehensive and strategic framework for the municipality has been
developed which will enable the Town to plan and finance development
activities to use, reuse and restore lands, buildings and infrastructure in
Bolton.
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Municipality Type of Program Downtown/Area Specific Programs

Caledon In addition to identifying a Municipal Leadership Strategy which
(continued) includes:

s Marketing Strategy

= Municipal By-law Enforcement/Review

e Open Space, Pedestrian and Cycling Network Linkage Program

s Streetscape Improvements

e Roadway, Crossing and Intersection Improvements

e Transit Oriented Development Strategy

e Town Parking Study Update and Intensification Study

e Municipal Acquisition of Land for Road Reconfiguration and

open Spaces

Caledon Council allocates funding for the following eight Financial

Incentive Programs:

CIP Grant * Tax Increment Equivalent Grant Program — deferring increases
in taxation associated with reassessment (for large scale
redevelopment and rehabilitation)

s Development Charge Grant Program

» Application and Permit Fee Grant Program

e Building and Fagade Improvement grant Program

e Mixed-Use Building Construction/Conversion Grant Program

s Energy Efficiency Retrofit grant Program

e landscape Improvement grant Program

e Environmental Study Grant Program

Monitored and amended as necessary, it is anticipated that the CIP
will be implemented over a 10-year period. Implementation of the
Plan will promote beautification and prosperity, improve form and
function and enhance environmental features in the Bolton
Community Improvement project Area.
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Type of
Program

Downtown/Area Specific Programs

Building Revitalization Program - The City offers interest-free and partially
Interest Free | forgivable loans (on a matching-share basis) for property improvements that focus

Loan on improving the street appearance of buildings and encourage structural and
weather/waterproofing repairs. The City will lend up to $20,000 per building, with
partial loan forgiveness of up to 35% available. (A maximum of $60,000 per
property owner is available).

Instead of entering into a loan arrangement with the City, the program can also be

Cambridge )
arranged so that the partially forgivable portion can be given as a grant.

With grant

Option Design Guide Program - This program offers grants for owners to retain
professional assistance in designing property improvements. The City offers a $750
grant for design assistance in the downtown core.

Grants Realty Tax Rebate Program— a three year program that provides a rebate of a

percentage of the City's portion of the increase in City property taxes as a result of
building improvements and/or new development. All properties in the core are
eligible where the property improvements result in an increase in the City property

Tax Rebate tues,

Development Application Fee Waiver—no fees for applications under the Planning
Act (Site Plan, Zone Change, Official Plan Amendment, Subdivision) for new
residential development in the downtown core

No Fee Building Permit and Sign Permit Fee Exemption—all properties in the core areas
do not pay a fee for obtaining a building permit or permits for signs

Grants/Loans | Revitalization Programs — Fagade Improvements, Residential Conversion &
Rehabilitation, Cafes, Patios, Display Areas and Court Yards. Various grants and
loans with differing limits depending on the type of construction and the location

Rebate for up to 50% of construction costs.
Chatham-

Kent

Rebate Programs — Planning & Building Fee Rebate and Development Charge
Rebate — rebate of 100% of application fee following successful completion of

Exemption approved work

Parkland Dedication Exemption and Parking Standard Exemption — rebate of
100% of cash equivalent paid by the owner following successful completion of the
approved work
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Type of
Program

Downtown/Area Specific Programs

Heritage Tax Relief — 40% reduction in municipal portion of post-restoration

and preservation work for 5 years following successful completion of
Chatham-Kent Tax Grant

(continued)

approved work.

Property Tax Increment Equivalent — grants up to 100% of increase in the
municipal portion of property tax resulting from reassessment for 5 years.

Studies and Design Programs — Project Feasibility Studies and Heritage
Design Studies — grants for 50% of cost of study with various limits.

Upgrade to Building Code Grant Program. Intended to assist property owners
with the financing of building improvements required to bring existing older
buildings into compliance with the current Ontario Building Code. It will
provide a grant for up to 50%of the costs for eligible work per building to a
maximum of $5,000 per municipal street address or storefront. There is a
maximum of $45,000 per property owner for a building with multiple street

addresses or storefronts.

Clarington Grants ) . : o . .
Signage Program. Assist business owners with financing the design and

installation of new signage within the Community Improvement Plan area.
Provides a grant equivalent to 50% of the cost, up to a maximum of $2,000

Fagade Improvement Grant Program. Provides a grant for up to 50% of the
costs for eligible work per building to a maximum of $5,000 per municipal
street address or storefront. There is a maximum of 545,000 per property
owner for a building with multiple street addresses or storefronts.

Building Permit Grant Program: Provides a one time grant to offset the
amount of the building permit fee to a maximum of $3,000

Infill Project Grant Program: Assist property owners within the Community
Improvement Plan area with financing the cost of the development process.
The program allows the Municipality of Clarington to provide a one time grant
to offset the cost of the construction to a maximum of $10,000 per property.
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Type of

Program Downtown/Area Specific Programs

Municipality

Designated a Community Improvement Area to allow the City to provide a

Tax Tax Incremental Financing Scheme to support downtown redevelopment or
Incremental rehabilitation. This is a 10-year program whereby the maximum amount of
Financing the tax rebate shall not exceed the anticipated increase in municipal realty
Greater taxes as a direct result of the redevelopment. The rebate is on a declining
Sudbury basis whereby in year 1 it is equal to 100% of the municipal realty increase,

declining 10% each year. The total amount of the rebate shall not exceed the
costs of the property’s rehabilitation.

Elimination of development charges in the downtown core

DC
Exemptions Permits the conversion of vacant commercial or retail space to residential
uses without the requirement of providing parking. No zoning requirements
Parking for parking for commercial uses.
Downtown Facade Improvement
Guelph Grant

Envision Guelph — Downtown Secondary Plan

All of the local municipalities in Halton have active partnerships with
Halton Downtown Business Improvement Area Associations (BIA's) to maintain and
improve Downtown areas. Burlington, Milton and Oakville have specific
urban areas designated as Urban Growth Centres under the Provincial “Place
to Grow” legislation and plans.

lu
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Type of
Program

Downtown/Area Specific Programs

The City of Hamilton offers financial assistance programs in the form of loans

Financial and grants to assist with various costs associated with the development/

Assistance redevelopment of the downtown. Downtown development is exempt from

development charges within a defined area. Additionally, there is a program
to provide assistance to property owners within the 11 Citywide Business
Improvement Areas for commercial property facade improvements,

BIA Commercial Property Improvement Grant is a program that provides
financial assistance to commercial property owners and owner-authorized
tenants within the 11 Citywide BIAs. The program provides financial
assistance for facade improvements of commercial properties within the BlAs

Grant

through a matching grant (to a maximum of 57,500 per property).

Hamilton The Hamilton Downtown Residential Loan Program was developed to
provide a financial incentive to developers in assisting with the costs of
converting commercial space in commercial buildings into apartments, or
renovations to bring existing apartments into compliance with the property
Interest Free | Standards By-law and Fire code.

Loan ;
Under the program, loans will be interest-free for a maximum of 5 years. The

principle repayable in annual amounts of ten (10%), in 12 equal monthly
payments of the original loan amount. The balance outstanding will be paid
by a balloon payment at the end of the five-year term. The maximum loan
amount is calculated on the basis of 520 per square foot of habitable floor

space.

The Enterprise Zone makes tax grants available for developing, re-developing
or renovating residential/commercial lands and buildings located within the
boundaries of the Downtown Hamilton Community Improvement Project
Area.

The program will authorize a nine-year grant, in an amount not exceeding the
increase in municipal realty taxes as a direct result of the development/
Grant redevelopment of the land and/or building. Grants will not exceed the costs
of the property's development/redevelopment.
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Type of

A S
Piogram Downtown/Area Specific Programs

Municipality

Fagade Improvement Loan Program. The City may provide financial assistance
Kitchener for the fagade and interior improvement of the building up to $15,000 per
Grant/Loan | municipal address, $7,500 for interior work and $7,500 for exterior work. 15%
of the financial assistance will be in the form of a grant given as a forgivable
loan and 85% will be a loan.

Upper Storey Renovation Program. The program will assist owners with
Grant/Loan | renovation costs in the form of loan and grant funding, to a maximum of
$100,000 per property, based on 50% of renovation costs.

Fagade Improvement Loan Program - assists Downtown property owners
interested in improving their building facade. May be eligible for a ten-year
interest-free loan up to a maximum of $25,000 or half the value of the facade

London Loan

improvements being proposed.

Interest-free Upgrade to Building Code Loan Program — assists Downtown property owners

with interior improvements that relate to Fire and Building Code requirements,

S May be eligible for a ten-year interest-free loan up to a maximum of $50,000, or
half the value of the work proposed.
Economic incentive for the rehabilitation and/or redevelopment of commercial

Grant and residential buildings in the core. If property taxes increase as a result of a
rehabilitation and/or redevelopment project, the City will grant back a portion
of that tax increase every year, for ten years.

Grant

A Main Street London Program that provides grant money for building and
business owners who want to improve the facade of their building.
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Type of
Program

Downtown/Area Specific Programs

Facade Improvements & Restoration Program - The grant program will see
property owners receive a matching grant of up to 50% of eligible costs to a
maximum of $15,000.00 per property, except for corner and laneway
properties which shall be eligible to receive a matching grant of up to 50% of
eligible costs to a maximum of $20,000.00 per property.

The Project Feasibility Study Program is intended to undertake studies
necessary to determine project feasibility be they adaptive re-uses of existing
Newmarket Grants facilities or complete redevelopment projects in the Community Improvement
Plan. This program applies to all properties within the CIP.

The grant program will see property owners receive matching grants of up to
50% of eligible costs to a maximum of $10,000.00 per property. Adjacent
properties under the same ownership and land assemblies would only be
eligible for one grant.

The Interior Renovation and Improvement Program is intended to promote
upgrading of and improvement to the interior of deteriorated or functionally
obsaolete buildings in order that they may be brought into compliance with the
Building Code and the Fire Code.

The grant program will provide property owners with a matching grant of up to
50% of eligible costs to a maximum of $15,000 per property.

The Business Sign Program is intended to promote unified updated signage
within the Main Street retail area as well as to promote an effective sign
presence in the CIP area that requires signage. This program is directed at
commercial and industrial properties within the CIP area to update their signs
consistent with the neighbourhood. The grant program will provide property
owners or business tenants up to 50% of eligible costs to a maximum of $2,500
per business.

The Redevelopment and Rehabilitation Tax Incremental Program is intended
to provide financial incentives in the form of grants to property owners who
undertake appropriate redevelopment of properties that increases property
assessment resulting in increased Town property taxes. This incentive program
is meant to stimulate investment by the private sector that would otherwise
not occur by providing an eligible property owner with a grant equivalent to a
portion of the resultant Town property tax increases. This program will
function as an annual grant for up to 10 years equivalent to a portion of the tax
increase the property will experience as a result of the improvement/
redevelopment.
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Type of
Program

Downtown/Area Specific Programs

Loan The Residential Conversion and Intensification Program is intended to
promote the conversion and intensification of second and third story spaces

Newmarket along Main Street for residential purposes.
(continued) The loan program will provide property owners with an interest-free loan to

pay for up to 50% of eligible costs to a maximum of $100,000 of the
conversion of commercial/industrial space to residential units and
construction of new units on vacant land or as part of an existing structure.

Parking Relief | Parking Requirement Program. Allows for relief or reduction or waiving of
standard parking requirements.

Development Charge Exemption Program — will provide a financial incentive

DC in the form of an exemption from payment of 75% of the City development
Exemptions charge on residential, commercial and mixed use development and
redevelopment projects that create additional residential units and/or

commercial space.

Niagara Falls Residential Loan Program — 0% interest loan based on $20 per sq. ft. of
Loan habitable residential space constructed to a maximum of 520,000 per
residential unit created. Promote conversion, infill and intensification for
Downtown area.

Loan Commercial Building Loan and Facade Grant — 0% interest loan equal to 50%
of the cost of building maintenance and improvements to a maximum loan of
$15,000 per property. Improvement, restoration and rehabilitation of existing
commercial and mixed use buildings and building facades.

Grant
Revitalization Grant Program — annual grant equivalent to 80% of the increase
in City property taxes for first 5 years, 60% in years 6 and 7, 40% in year 8, and
20% in years 9 and 10. Building renovations, additions and new construction
Facade Improvement - maximum loan amount is $10,000 per property and is
Norfolk Loan based on a 50/50 matching cash contribution of the applicant.
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Type of

Downtown/Area Specific Programs
Program

Downtown Community Improvement Plan provides funding in the form of both

North Bay Grants/ grants and interest free loans to either building or business owners for facade/
Interest Free | leasehold improvements, feasibility studies and the revitalization/redevelopment of
Loans buildings. Grants of up to $15,000 and interest free loans of up to $50,000.

Airport Community Improvement Plan (ACIP) — Municipal Fee Rebate Program
including those related to Planning, Legal and Building permits, a Municipal Tax
assistance Program providing 100% relief in year one of the increased assessed
value of the improvement, 66% in year two and 33% in year three, and a 50%
Landfill Tipping Fee reduction to $10/tonne

Fagade Improvement Loan Program—designed to help property owners finance
building facade improvements, this interest-free loan program provides funding up
Loan to $15,000 per municipal address, to a maximum of $45,000 per property owner.

Residential Development Charge Grant Program—The City of Oshawa may provide
a grant towards the amount of the applicable City of Oshawa Development Charges
payable for residential development within the Downtown Shoulder Area
Renaissance Community Improvement Area.

Oshawa

This grant program is intended to assist property owners with financing the
construction of new residential units within the Downtown Shoulder Area
Renaissance Community Improvement Area. Grants for residential development will

Grant

be provided on a sliding scale based upon meeting performance criteria.

City of Oshawa University and College Area Renaissance Community Improvement
Increased Assessment Grant—The City may provide a grant, on a sliding scale for
Grant part or all of the increase in City taxes attributable to the improvement of a building
and/or redevelopment of a property located within this

Area.
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Downtown/Area Specific Programs

Ottawa No Fee The City of Ottawa offers the following incentives:
e No development charges for residential construction in the Central Area
and Centretown
e Reduced parking requirements for mixed use development on selected
downtown streets
« Expedited development approval process
DC All properties in the Downtown commercial core and the waterfront

Peterborough Exemptions | commercial sub areas. DC’s are also waived for the re-development of

existing buildings in the City’'s Central Area.
Properties in the Central Area that are designated under the Ontario
Heritage Heritage Act qualify, as of right, under the Heritage Tax Rebate Program
Programs (20% rebate for Commercial and 40% for Residential)
The Fagade Improvement Grant Program would provide grants to property
Grant owners who rehabilitate and improve the facades (including signs) of
buildings within the Central Area Target Area. Facades will include rear
facing facades where it has high public visibility.

Pickering Non-financial | Direct marketing to promote specific developments and targeted sectors.
The City approved a by-law in 2004 to provide tax assistance in the form of
refunds of the taxes for up to 10 years for City municipal purposes on all

Residential improved residential and commercial properties in the Community
and Improvement Plan Areas that have been increased as a result of

Port Commercial | improvements.

Colborne Taxrefunds

Commercial
Facade Loans

Exemptions

Commencing in 2004, the City implemented a program to provide loans of
up to $1,000 per project for design projects and up to $10,000 per project
for improvement projects for commercial facades

Exemptions for the creation of new residential or commercial units of
building and planning fees as well as an exemption of parkland dedication
fees and parking and loading space requirements
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Quinte West Grant / DC Planning and Design — one-time grant of 50% to a maximum of $1,000
toward cost of preparation of architectural plans for building fagade
improvements. Also, one-time similar grant of 50% (maximum $1,000)
for cost of preparation of a site plan. The City may provide a grant
equivalent to the amount of the applicable Development Charge.

Building Fagade Improvements — one-time grant of 50% to a maximum of
Grant / tax $5,000 of the costs to improve building facade. Secondary grant for
incentive improvements to each exterior side and rear of buildings, where building
fronts onto a street, river or public area to a maximum of $5,000. The
City will provide a grant equal to the amount of the property tax
increases, as a result from the development, for up to a maximum of
three years.

Improved Signage — grant of 50% to a maximum of $1,000.
Grant
Landscaping and Property Improvement — grant of 50% to a maximum of
Grant $1,000 for improving landscape between parking areas and the roadway.

Building Retrofit Program — 50% no interest matching loan to a maximum
Loan of $5,000 for the purpose of bringing buildings up to the minimum
standards of the Building Code and Fire Codes.
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Program

The City provides a facade matching interest free program of up to
Richmond Hill Interest Free $10,000 for downtown properties.
Loan

The City provides grants to property owners who undertake renovations/
Sarnia Grant/Tax Relief | rehabilitation to their properties that result in an increase in their
assessment and a corresponding increase in their taxes. The grant is equal
to any increase in taxes paid as a result of the work being done. The grant
is available for a period of 10 years for non-heritage properties. The grant
is 100% of actual tax increases as a result of increased assessment in years
1-8, decreasing to 75% in year 9 and 50% in year 10.

Loans are available to a maximum of $20,000 per storefront or the total
cost per storefront of the proposed eligible improvements whichever is the
Facade Loan less, to a maximum of $60,000 per property. Interest will be charged at
one half the prime rate of the City's banker at the time of the application.
Term is open not to exceed 10 years

Sault Ste. DC Exemption No City Development Charges.
Marie Economic Development Fund ($500,000/year) for sector specific industry
infrastructure and community projects.

St. Marys DC Exemptions | No development charges for commercial or industrial development

The City operates a Community Improvement Program whereby grants,

St. Thomas interest-free loans, financial aid for fagade and residential improvements
Grant and the waiving of building permit fees are offered to pre-approved
applicants.

Facade Improvement Grant Program — grants will be available for the
Thorold Grant Downtown Thorold Area equal to 50% of the eligible costs to a maximum
of 510,000 per building.
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Program

Thunder Bay Core Area Rehabilitation & Redevelopment Grant Program — eligible property
Grant owners can receive a grant equal to 100% of any increase in municipal taxes
that result from the re-assessment of improved property for a ten-year period.

Core Area Fagade Loan Improvement Program — eligible property owners can
receive interest-free loans, amortized over 10 years for 50% of the cost to
Loan improve the exterior facades of buildings to a maximum of $15,000 per loan.

Amendments to the Central Business District Zones (CBD) now allow for an
increased number of uses within the city’s downtown areas. It also alters
various standards such as yard, frontage and parking requirements in an effort
to facilitate positive development,

A Community Improvement Plan for the downtown core areas of the City is
Timmins cip currently underway and will identify a variety of incentive programs to
encourage investment and improvements.

Supplementary programs in Streetscape Improvement, Commercial Facade
Toronto Facade Improvement, Banner and Mural, Commercial Research, and Community
Festivals and Special Events are also offered.

Kleinburg / Area Specific Programs (KEDS) — completed in June 2011 to assist
Vaughan Kleinburg-area merchants and the Business Improvement Area (BIA) to
revitalize main street.

Interest Free | 1he city has a facade program that provides up to $15,000 in interest free

Waterloo Loan loans

Economic Development Programs 405



Municipal Study 2012

syt Conmarng

Downtown/Area Specific Programs

Type of

Program Downtown/Area Specific Programs

Fagade Improvement Loan Program. Provides assistance to rehabilitate and
Loan improve facades of commercial buildings in the Downtown Community
Improvement Area. The loan covers 50% of the eligible improvement costs to a
maximum of $15,000 per municipal address.

DC Residential DC exemptions in the downtown
Exemptions y o ) o
Refunding most planning and building permit fees and parkland dedication fees.
. Assistance will be 50% for projects other than those creating new residential
Welland Fees waived

units and 100% for new residential rentals.

Interest Free | Interest free loans to pay for conversion of existing commercial space to

residential units and the construction of new units on vacant land. The

Loans
maximum loan amount is to be calculated based on $10 per square foot of
habitable space, with a maximum term of 10 years.
Tax This program promotes the redevelopment and rehabilitation of the downtown
Incremental | by removing the financial disincentive of increased property taxes associated
Grant with redevelopment in the short term. The municipality will give grants

Program equivalent to a portion of the property tax increase for a period not to exceed 10
years (80% in year 1 and 2, 70% in year 3 and 4 etc.)

Waiving or reduction in residential parking requirements for improvements or
change of use to existing buildings and additions or new building construction as
set out in the Zoning by-law.

Facade Grant Program in place since 2005 — a minimum investment of $10,000
will result in a $5,000 grant for approved items. Applicants can also receive a
Whitby Grant grant for up to $1,500 for architectural, engineering and design fees associated
with an approved facade grant.

Downtown Development Office provides support to downtown property and
business owners including publishing a hi-annual downtown magazine. The
Downtown Development Office is also responsible for advertising, special
events, beautification projects, business recruitment and retention, banners and
signage and enhancing the public streetscape and parks in the downtown areas
with capital improvements.

Downtown Community Improvement Program - aims to revitalize the
Whitchurch- CIp downtown area restoring the ‘country town’ feel and centrality to the
Stouffville community. The program has been designed to brand the downtown area, and
create an atmosphere that encourages the consumer to visit and stay longer in

downtown Stouffville.
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City Centre West
« Rebate Program for Development Feasibility — eligible projects, grant of
Rebate up to 50% to maximum of $20,000 per property
e Parkland Dedication Fee Rebate Program — 100 % grant
« Property Improvement Rebate Grant Program — tax rebates of up to
$200,00 are available
Windsor « Commercial Fagade Improvement Program — grant of 50% to maximum of
Facade $15,000
« Development Charges and Building Fee Rebate Grant Program — rebate of
up to 100% of eligible costs for development charges and building fees
DCs « Sale of City Land at Less Than Market Value — sold to developers at less
than market value
Downtown Windsor BIA
« Fagade Improvement Grant — grant of up to 50% of eligible costs to a maxi-
mum of $10,000 or $15,000 for corner properties
Facade
Residential Development Charge Reduced Rates — percentage based on spe-
cific area — 25% Area 1, 50% Area 2, 75% Area 3
DCs
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Brownfield Redevelopment

A “Brownfield site” is considered to be a property with or without buildings or structures, having a
history of either industrial or commercial uses and which, as a result of these uses, has become
environmentally contaminated under circumstances where there is no reasonable prospect that the
remediation of such contamination will be accomplished solely by the private sector. Brownfields are
viewed by many as opportunities for revitalizing urban communities. Some of the advantages of
Brownfield Redevelopment include:

e Revitalization of the downtown core and surrounding neighbourhoods
« More effective use of existing municipal infrastructure

e Reduction in pressure for suburban expansion

s Clean-up of environmentally contaminated sites

¢ Increased tax revenue

« Create jobs

« Improve the overall liveability of urban neighbourhoods
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Tax Increment Equivalent Grant (TIEG): The aim of the program is to utilize, for a specified
period of time, the benefits associated with the assessment and property tax generated
through redevelopment initiatives. The grant is equivalent to 70% of the municipal portion of
the increase in property tax which is generated through redevelopment, payable for a maxi-
mum of ten (10) years, or until the grant equals total eligible costs.

Brownfield Financial Tax Incentive program (BFTIP): Brownfields property tax cancellation
may include both the municipal portion of property tax as well as the provincial education
Brockville portion of property taxes. The application of this program is limited to cancellation of the
increase in property tax arising from the remediation and redevelopment of major develop-
ment sites,

Environmental Site Assessment (ESA) Grant Program: The aim of the program is to provide
assistance to further specify the extent and nature of environmental contamination through
part-funding of Phase Il ESA and Phase Il ESA (Remedial Action Plan). Reimburse to the own-
er for costs associated with eligible studies with a maximum individual grant of $15,000 or
50% of the cost of ESA, whichever is less, and a maximum assistance per property of 2 studies
per property, to a maximum of $25,000 per property.

Brownfield Building Permit Fees grant Program: The aim of the program is to provide assis-
tance for redevelopment of brownfield sites by further reducing the cost of development re-
lated to building permit fees, Assistance is in the form of a grant paid against building permit
fees payable for each project. The property owner or assignee pays for all building permit
costs. These costs, to a maximum of 100%. Are reimbursed to the owner, in the form of a
grant based on the completion of the building as determined by the City. The grant may be
less than 100% and in all cases is limited by the 100% cap or total eligible cost, whichever is
less.

Environmental Study Grant Program offers grants to eligible property owners for the comple-
Caledon tion of Phase |l Environmental Site Assessment (ESA), a Phase Il ESA, Remedial Work Plan,
and/or Risk Assessment Plan for properties that are within the designated Community Im-
provement Project Area for Bolton.
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Cambridge

Opportunities are available to potential purchasers of contaminated sites to cancel a
portion of all outstanding taxes.

It may be possible to receive a Development Charges credit equal to the restoration costs of
the property (not to exceed the total development Charges payable to the City on the
project)

Chatham-Kent

The Chatham-Kent Brownfield and Bluefield Community Improvement Plan (CIP) operates
the following incentive programs to help reduce the costs or rehabilitation and
development of brownfield or bluefield projects:

Feasibility Study Grant — grants of up to 50% of cost of feasibility and cost studies for
rehabilitating and reusing brownfield and bluefield properties and buildings, maximum
55,000

Environmental Study Grant — grants for 50% of cost of study, various maximums

Tax Assistance - freeze on municipal and education property taxes for up to 5 years after a
property has been remediated and rehabilitated.

Rehabilitation Tax Increment Based (TIB) Grant — 80% of increase in municipal property
taxes for up to 5 years.

Clarington No development charge shall be imposed with respect to developments or portions of
developments that result in addition of a single unit within the existing footprint.
City of Guelph Brownfield Strategy

Guelph

City of Guelph Brownfield Redevelopment Community Improvement Plan
Environmental Study Grant Program

Tax Increment-Based Grant Application Program

Tax Assistance and Tax Arrears Cancellation Policy
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All of the local municipalities in Halton are in preliminary stages of setting up Brownfield

Halton programs.

Brownfield Redevelopment—The City has prepared a Community Improvement Plan, known
as the Environmental Remediation and Site Enhancement Plan or ERASE Plan that provides
incentives in the City’s 3,400 acre older industrial area

Hamilton ERASE Redevelopment Grants—Grants are available to provide financial relief to property
owners who undertake and complete brownfield redevelopment projects within the project
area. Grants cover the following eligible program costs:

e Environmental remediation and environmental studies

e Demolition

Site preparation including construction/improvement of on-site public works.

The grant is calculated as 80% of the increase in the municipal portion of property taxes and is
paid on an annual basis for up to 10 years, commencing once the redevelopment is complete.

ERASE Environmental Study Grants—Matching grants are available from the City to pay for up
to one-half the cost of a Phase |l and/or a Phase Ill Environmental Site Assessment (Remedial
Action Plan). The maximum City contribution per study is $10,000 to a maximum of two (2)
studies per property.

ERASE Planning and Development Fees Program—A grant-in-lieu of planning and
development fees paid on brownfield redevelopment projects within the project area is also
available.

The City approved a recommendation to consider all of the City of Kitchener as a Community
Kitchener Improvement Project (CIP) area and develop a Brownfields Remediation Community
Improvement Plan

Community Improvement Plan for Brownfield Incentives: Contamination Assessment Study
London Program; Property Tax Assistance Program; Development Charge Rebate Program; Tax
Increment Equivalent Grant Program; Green Municipal Fund Program
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Brownfields Development Charge Exemption Program — Region’s Development Charge Waiver/
Niagara Falls Exemption Program exempts a development from 75% of the Regional development charge if it
is in a downtown, surrounding built-up urban area or brownfield area. Up to an additional 25%
development charge exemption is provided depending on the Inclusion of Smart Growth
principles into the proposed development.

Norfolk Rehabilitation Tax Increment Based Grant Program to encourage the remediation and adaptive
re-use of downtown/brownfield properties to help offset the cost of rehabilitating only where
the rehabilitation results in an increase in assessment value and property taxes increase on
these properties.

The Brownfield Community Improvement Plan (BCIP) was introduced in 2007. The intent of the
BCIP is to offer incentives to Brownfield properties to the point where development or
North Bay redevelopment of the property has similar costs of development as if it were a Greenfield site.
The plan sets out various incentive programs including Building Permit, Planning and Legal Fee
Rebates, Exemption from Development Charges, Tipping Fee Reduction, Environmental Study
Grant Program and Tax Increment Financing (TIF) rebate.

Brownfields Renaissance Community Improvement Plan is applicable to lands throughout the
Oshawa City and includes grants for environmental studies of brownfield sites, tax cancellations program
and redevelopment grants

A Central Master Plan was adopted in the spring of 2009. A key strategy of the Master Plan is
the preparation of a Community Improvement Plan for the Central Area. A Brownfield Strategy
Peterborough will be part of this plan. It is expected to include incentives that include “tax increment
financing” in that there will be a proposed gradual movement from the initial tax rate of the
undeveloped land to the tax rate of the fully developed property, rather than an immediate rate
increase once the property has been redeveloped. It is expected that the Brownfield Strategy
will be developed by late 2010 or 2011,
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Thorold

A property tax assistance that provides for the exemption of up to 100% of taxes levied,
subject to budget consideration, for the period immediately following the approval of
the Property Tax Assistance By-Law and continuing during the Rehabilitation Period and
Development Period. The Minister of Finance may match the municipality’s tax
assistance provided to a property owner through the education portion of the property
tax.

Windsor

Feasibility Study Grant Program — 50% of cost of study, maximum $7,500

Environmental Site Assessment Grant Program — 50% to maximum $15,000 per study,
maximum 2 studies per property/project, maximum $25,000 per property/project

Brownfields Tax Assistance Program — cancellation of municipal and education property
tax increase for up to 3 years

Brownfields Rehabilitation Grant Program — 70% (no LEED certification) or 100% (any
LEED certification) of the municipal property tax increase for up to 10 years after project
completion.

Brownfields Development Charge Exemption Program — up to 60% reduction of
development charge payable on a brownfield site approved under the Brownfields
Rehabhilitation Program.

Economic Development Programs 413



BM A Municipal Study 2012

heilwaerit COnm N F,

Industrial Parks

Size Price Per Acre
Industrial Park Acres High Low Ownership

Municipality

Ajax Salem Road Business Park 395,000 | S 395,000 |Private
Aurora Aurora Gateway Business Park 81 N/A N/A|Private
Aurora South Industrial 14 | & 275,000| $ 175,000 |Private
Industrial Parkway North 38| & 275,000 | S 175,000 |Private
Hallgrove Business Park 48 | § 500,000 | & 425,000 |Private
Aurora Business Park 38 N/A N/A|Public
Barrie Mapleview West Industrial Park $ 275,000 § 230,000|Public
South Industrial Park 38| & 150,000] §  80,000|Public
Belleville North-East 150 40000| §  20,000|Public/Private
North-West 25 N/A N/A|Private
Brampton Multiple N/A| & 220,000] S 99,000|N/A
Brockville City owned N/A| & 60,000 5 30,000|Public
private N/A| & 100,000 S  60,000|Private
Caledon Bolton Industrial Park 320/ $ 550,000 5 300,000|Private
Tullamore Industrial Park 148 N/A N/A|Private
Mayfield West - Kennedy Road 358 N/A N/A|Private
Victoria Business Park 83| & 425,000 $ 275,000|Private
Cambridge Cambridge Business Park 850| S 145,000 S 145,000|Public
L. G. Lowell Park 1,300 § 145,000 $ 145,000 Public/Private
Eastern Industrial Park 300 N/A N/A|Private
Chatham-Kent Bloomfield Business Park 120 ¢ 70,000 $  55,000|Public
Blenheim Industrial - Allison Line 38| $ 29,000 & 29,000|Public
430 Colborne Street 2| § 41,400[ $  41,400|Public
20 Bloomfield Road g & 27,500| $  27,500|Public
333 Bloomfield Road 7 N/A N/A|Public
22820 Bloomfield Road 95 N/A N/A|Public
933 Richmond Street 8l § 112,500| § 112,500|Public
behind 800 Richmond Street 25 N/A N/A|Public
West Bothwell and Elm 10| S 5,000 5 5,000| Public
Riverview Business Park 213 N/A| & 55,000|Public
12 property addresses in Chatham $  165,000( &  12,397|Private
Clarington Clarington Science Park 352 N/A N/A|Private
Clarington Energy Park 318 N/A N/A|Private
East Gwillimbury Bales Drive Industrial Park 100 N/A N/A|Private
Mount Albert 48 N/A N/A|Public/Private
Holland Landing South 212 N/A N/A|Private
Green Lane East 94 N/A N/A|Private
Queensville 954 N/A N/A|Private
Greater Sudbury Valley East 15| § 115,000 N/A|Public
Radissan Industrial Park 40| § 115,000 N/A|Private
City - West End 200 § 90,000 N/A|Private
City - East End 60| $§ 225,000 N/A|Private
City - South End 40| & 225,000 N/A|Private
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Industrial Parks

Price Per Acre

Municipality Industrial Park High Low Ownership

Guelph Hanlon Creek Business Park 380| § 375,000] $ 280,000|Public/Private
Southgate Business Park 180 § 350,000 § 300,000|Private
Hanlon Business Park -East 50| § 350,000/ § 300,000|Private
Northwest Industrial Area 100| $ 280,000/ $ 200,000|Private
Halton over 2000 net Ha of employment Oakville,| & 400,000|Private
Milton,| § 300,000|Private
Hamilton Ancaster Industrial Park 88| &  65000) $  75,000|Public/Private
Stoney Creek Industrial Business Park 250| § 125,000| §  75,000|Private
Hanover 4] &  25000| §  20,000|Public
Kawartha Lakes Lindsay Industrial Park 200 &  65000| $  35,000|Public/Private
King 27-9 Business Park - Schomberg 22| § 500,000| § 450,000|Private
King City Carporate Centre 100| & 550,000| $ 500,000|Private
Boyton Lands - Nobleton 35| & 500,000| S 450,000|Private
Kingsville 36 N/A N/A|Private
Kingston Cataraqui Industrial Estates 6 & 90,000 $ 90,000|Public
Clyde and Alcan Industrial Parks 6| $ 65,000 S  65,000|Public
St. Lawrence Park 25| § 275,000 $ 275,000|Public
St. Lawrence Park 25| & 80,000[ § 80,000|Public
Kitchener 4 industrial parks N/A N/A N/A N/A
Lambton Shores Town of Forest 93| § 6,000| S 6,000 Public
London Innovation Park - Phases | & (I 217| S 75,0001 §  75,000(Public
Trafalgar Industrial Park 10 up to .99 acres $95,000| Public
Skyway Industrial - Phase Il 19 1 to 3.99 acres $75,000|Public
River Road 14 4 acres + $65,000| Public
Markham serviced and market ready - Commercial: $800k -|Private
industrial 299 acres, commercial 142 $950k Industrial: $300k - | Private
acres 5470k |Private
Mississauga Northeast Business District 555 N/A N/A|Private
Airport Corporate Centre 110 N/A N/A|Private
Gateway Business District 552 N/A N/A|Private
Wesytern Business Park 130 N/A N/A|Private
Meadowvale Business Park 648 N/A N/A|Private
Newmarket Newmarket Industrial Business 48 N/A N/A|Private
Mulock Drive/Harry Walker Parkway 9| § 450,000 % 400,000|Public
Niagara Falls Montrose Business Park 100f § 40,000 &  20,000|Public
Muller 62| & 100,000 & 50,000|Private
Stanley Industrial 15 N/A| & 35,000|Private
Norfolk Alfred W. Judd Industrial Park S 26,000 Public
North Bay Gateway Business Park 112| §  20,000| $ 8,000|Public
Airport Industrial Park 120 N/A N/A|Public
Oshawa Stevenson Industrial Park 74| § 275,000 § 225,000|Private
Champlain Industrial Park 80| & 300,000| $ 225,000|Private
Farewell Industrial Park 117| & 275,000 § 130,000|Private
Ottawa Orleans Industrial Parks 1,100 & 100,000| $  50,000|Public/Private
Kanata South Business Park 300 & 120,000| &  75,000|Public/Private
Hawthorne Business Park 200| § 110,000| S  80,000|Public/Private
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Industrial Parks
Price Per Acre
Municipality Industrial Park High Low Ownership
Peterborough Major Bennett Industrial Park 100| S 40,000 N/A|Public
Peterborough Industrial Park 50| § 40,000 N/A|Public
Pickering Brock Road Industrial Area 400 Avg. $300k|Private
White Road Prestige Industrial Park N/A $350k - $400k|Private
Port Colborne Loyalist Industrial Park 85| S 25,000| §  21,000|Public
Babcock & Wilcox Property 328 N/A N/A|Private
Highway 140 Industrial Area 200 N/A N/A|Public/Private
Prince Edward County |Phase 2 18| S 70,000 &  60,000|Public/Private
Quinte West Located in Trenton Ward 125 § 35,000 5  35,000|Public
Richmond Hill Beaver Creek Business Park 614| $ 600,000| § 450,000|Private
Headford business Park 433| $ 600,000/ S 450,000|Private
Sarnia Sarnia 402 Business Park 85| & 70,0001 &  50,000|Public
Sarnia Business & Research Park 180 $ 70,000 S  50,000|Public
Sault Ste. Marie Yates Industrial Park 70| s 25,0001 §  25,000(Public
Base Line Industrial Park 35 §  25,000| $§  25,000|Public
Great Northern Industrial Park N/A| &  80,000| &  60,000|Private
GNR/Sargin 75| S 75,000| &  75,000|Private
Essar Steel Algoma 70 N/A N/A|Private
St. Catharines Bunting East Industrial 320 N/A N/A|Private
Port Weller Industrial 219 N/A N/A|Private
Louth Industrial 451 N/A N/A|Private
Bunting Industrial Park 260 N/A N/A|Private
Glendale Industrial Park 222 N/A N/A|Private
St. Marys Water Street South 3] § 55,0000 § 55,000|Public
St. Thomas Highbury Industrial Park 96| § 45,0000 $  35,000|Public
Other Lands 54| &  45,000| §  35,000|Public
Stratford City owned 152| § 50,000f $  35,000|Public
Privately owned 359 $ 50,0000 5  35,000|Private
Wright Business Park 12| §  38,000] S  38,000|Public
Crane Avenue 23| § 45,000 $  45,000|Public
Thunder Bay Balmoral IV Business Park 39 N/A N/A|Private
Innova Business Park 71| § 93,951| $  64,770|Public
Timmins Noronta Industrial Park 4| § 35,000 N/A|Public
Private Property 10,000 N/A N/A|Private
Vaughan Vaughan Enterprise Zone 1,679 ¢ 1,000,000| S 550,000|Private
Vaughan Metropolitan Centre 741| $ 1,000,000 $1,000,000|Private
Highway 400 North Expansion Area 1,065| & 1,000,000| S 550,000|Private
Wellesley 1420 Hutchison Road 2 N/A N/A|Public
Whitby Durham Business Centre 45| $ 250,000/ S 200,000|Private
Thickson Woods Business Park 30| & 180,000/ & 100,000|Private
Hopkins 30| § 200,000[ & 125,000|Private
Whitchurch-Stouffville |Stouffville 497 N/A N/A|Private
Vandorf 12 N/A N/A|Private
Gormley 251 N/A N/A|Private
Cardico N/A N/A N/A|Private
Windsor Twin Oaks Business Park 9| § 130,000 § 65,000(Public
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