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Route Planning and Environmental Assessment Study 
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Study Area Plan 
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Study Purpose 
Highway 144 Route Planning and Environmental Assessment Study 

from Chelmsford to Dowling, GWP 5023-09-00 

• The purpose of this study is to identify and designate property for a future 
Controlled Access Highway for Highway 144 between Chelmsford and 
Dowling 

 

• This is a long-range planning study to identify and designate property for 
the ultimate Highway 144 transportation needs 

 

• Construction timing has not been determined and there is no funding 
committed to the project 
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Public Consultation 
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from Chelmsford to Dowling, GWP 5023-09-00 

• Public Information Centre 1 – September 22, 2010 
» Present and seek input on the Highway 144 Corridor Alternatives 

 

• Public Information Centre 2 – November 24, 2011 
» Present and seek input on the Feasible Route Alternatives 

 

• Public Information Centre 3 – September 18, 2012 
» Present and seek input on the two route alternatives being 

carried forward for further study; and the possible interim alternatives 

 

• Public Information Centre 4 – January 22, 2013 
» Present and seek input on the Preferred Plan 

 

• Transportation Environmental Study Report – Spring 2013 

» 30-day Public Review Period 

We are Here 
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Possible Interim Roundabout Plan 
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Chelmsford 

Highway 144 

Early in the study, the local business community requested improvements to existing 

Highway 144 through Chelmsford to defer the need for a by-pass. 

The project team subsequently developed a possible interim roundabout plan that was 

presented to the public and the business owners for consideration. 

However, the plan was not fully supported by the local business community and residents 

due to the associated access restrictions. 

The roundabouts were also not supported by the local trucking industry . 



Preferred Plan 
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Chelmsford 

Highway 144 
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Chelmsford 

Highway 144 



The Preferred Plan was selected because… 
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• It is located relatively close to the existing highway, which provides reasonable 

access to the highway with minimal out-of-way travel 

 

• It can be constructed in phases to address highway safety and operational needs 

when required in the future 

» Phase 1: Chelmsford By-Pass (2-lane highway) 

» Phase 2: Dowling By-Pass (4-lane highway) 

 

• It minimizes impacts to farmland and the Agricultural Reserve  

 

• It is located where there are favourable foundation and geotechnical conditions 

 

• It minimizes impacts to aggregate and mineral resources 

 

• It has the lowest overall cost when compared to the other alternatives 
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Additional Benefits of the Preferred Plan 
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• The removal of the existing at-grade intersections and entrances on Highway 144 will 

significantly improve highway safety and traffic operations through the study area 

 

• A new highway corridor will provide an alternate route for higher speed provincial traffic 

and long-haul trucks, which will significantly improve safety within the communities of 

Chelmsford and Dowling 

 

• A new highway corridor will provide an alternate route for local mining truck traffic, which 

will significantly improve safety within the communities of Chelmsford and Dowling 

 

• Relocating Highway 144 outside of the communities could allow the City to control 

development along the existing highway 

 

• Removing provincial traffic and local trucks from within Chelmsford and Dowling could 

provide opportunities to improve the character of these communities 
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Discussion 
Highway 144 Route Planning and Environmental Assessment Study 

from Chelmsford to Dowling, GWP 5023-09-00 

• Questions ??? 


