
Request for Decision 

Red Cross Disaster Relief Fund

 

Recommendation
 THAT the City of Greater Sudbury authorize an annual grant to
the Canadian Red Cross in each of the years 2013 – 2017, of up
to $20,000 per year, to be advanced on a reimbursement basis
for authorized costs incurred in the delivery of the Red Cross
Personal Disaster Assistance Program; 

AND THAT the appropriate by-law be passed; 

AND THAT that the Chief of Emergency Services be authorized
to sign a funding agreement with the Canadian Red Cross on
behalf of the City of Greater Sudbury for the Personal Disaster
Assistance Program. 

Finance Implications
 The cost of up to $20,000 be funded from the Emergency
Management operating budget. 

The 2012 Emergency Management operating budget was approved with a $20,000 grant to support the
Personal Disaster Assistance Program, and as a result no further additional funds are required at this time. 

Request for Decision
Request for approval of an annual grant of up to $20,000 to the Canadian Red Cross, Sudbury Branch for
costs incurred in the operation of the Red Cross Personal Disaster Assistance Program.

Background
Every year, disasters kill thousands of people around the world and injure many more.  Disasters don't just
happen in other countries. They can strike anywhere, at any time. The City of Greater Sudbury is not
immune to disasters.

The Canadian Red Cross helps thousands of people in crisis ranging from house fires and chemicals spills
to large scale disasters, such as floods and forest fires.  The goal of the Red Cross Personal Disaster
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Assistance Program is to alleviate human suffering and maintain human dignity by providing for the basic
needs of the victims. The services and training provided by the Red Cross Personal Disaster Assistance
Program are not available from the City of Greater Sudbury. Attached is a copy of the "Red Cross Disaster
Services Summary which provides details of the program.

The City of Greater Sudbury has been providing funding to the Canadian Red Cross on a reimbursement
basis to support its delivery of the Personal Disaster Assistance Program since 2001.  From 2001 until
2007, funding was provided at a level of up to $10,000.  In 2008, Council authorized a funding increase of
up to $20,000 in recognition of the increasing demands on the Canadian Red Cross in the delivery of this
valuable program. By-law 2008-11 authorized funding on a multi-year basis, ending with the 2012 calendar
year. It is proposed to continue funding for a further five (5) year period from 2013 to 2017 to provide for the
continued delivery of the Personal Disaster Assistance Program.  Without this funding, Red Cross could not
sustain the program at the current level.

The aim of the program is to help individuals reduce the impact of disasters and emergencies. Personal
disaster may include but not limited to:

flood
fire
gas leak
hostage taking
explosion
interruption of public services
public health crisis

The Personal Disaster Assistance Program is available throughout the City of Greater Sudbury on a
twenty-four hour, seven day-a-week basis via the local Red Cross network of trained emergency response
volunteers. Red Cross volunteers provide on-site emotional support and can offer victims at no cost, the
following services for up to 72 hours through established agreements with suppliers:

accommodations
flood
clothing
personal care items
immediate medical needs (ie. medication)

Red Cross is activated upon request by the City's Emergency Services (EMS, Police, Fire, and
Infrastructure Services) personnel. With the immediate needs of disaster victims taken care of, Emergency
Services personnel are able to focus their efforts on responding to the emergency.

The amount of aid each person receives depends on family composition and results of a personal needs
assessment conducted by a Red Cross volunteer.

The following table summarizes the utilization of the Personal Disaster Assistance Program over the last five
(5) years. Unspent funds in any year are posted to Emergency Management's corporate year-end surplus
position.



Year 
(Sept 1 – Aug 31)

# of incidents # of Clients Annual Cost

2007 – 2008 24 114 $20,375.64
2008 – 2009 24 67 $22,591.98
2009 – 2010 18 90 $15,539.47
2010 – 2011 29 88 $18,244.47

2011 – 2012 (Apr 1)* 14 174 $14,141.60

*Billing period: year-to-date
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