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Recommendation

For Information Only

Overview

At the August 10th 2011 Council meeting, Council requested
staff to establish a Parks By-law for the City of Greater
Sudbury.  This information report has been prepared to identify
some of the areas for consultation with the public.  Attached are
copies of the City of Sudbury Parks By-law and a list
of properties.

Background

The Leisure Services 2011-2015 Strategic Plan identifies a
planned action for a Parks By-law for the City of Greater Sudbury.

The by-laws of other municipalities have been reviewed as part
of this process: Toronto, Oshawa, Sault Ste. Marie, Ottawa, Niagara Falls, Windsor, Hamilton, North Bay,
Mississauga, Barrie, Woodstock, London, Orillia, Kitchener, Timmins, Brampton and Town of Huntsville.

Definition of a Park:
"Park" is defined as land and land covered by water and all portions of it owned by or made available by
lease, agreement or otherwise to the City, that is or may be established, dedicated, set apart or made
available for use as public park, parkland, trails, welcome centres, ski hills, open space or any lands that are
zoned P within the City of Greater Sudbury Zoning By-law, including any and all property, buildings,
structures, facilities, erections, improvements located in or on the land, save and except where the land is
governed by other by-laws of the City.

The City has been contacted by citizens and users in regards to parks related concerns and issues and
these areas, not currently and/or partly governed by policy, will be discussed with the public for consultation
prior to the draft by-law being presented for consideration to the Standing Committee.   

1.  Motorized Vehicles in Parks
Several concerns have been raised in regards to motorized vehicles using community trails located
throughout the City.
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2.  Dog Leash Free Zones
An off leash dog park committee (D.O.G.S.) was established in 2010.  The committee has received financial
support from the City along with a contribution from Ward 11 Healthy Community Initiative fund and have
implemented a fund raising campaign to realize the first dog park in the City of Greater Sudbury.  The site is
located on City owned property located at the corner of Donna Drive and Second Avenue North and is
expected to be officially opened in 2012.  The Parks By-law should deal with consideration of pets within
city parks.

3.  Smoking
In the last few years, concerns have been received from users of play fields related to smoking on park
property.  The City's current Smoking By-law (2004-232) Part 1 - Smoking in Public Places identifies
"entranceway" as the area within a nine metre radius surrounding any entrance to a public building or
workplace but does not include a public highway.  The concerns received from citizens have been specific
to smoking near public seating (bleachers), splash parks, play equipment etc. 

In the City of North Bay, no person shall smoke on the grounds of the outdoor sports complex including all
fields, buildings, parking lots and all other passive recreational areas within park boundaries.

In the City of Toronto, while in a park, no person shall smoke tobacco or hold lighted tobacco:
(A) - within a nine metre radius surrounding the edge of any playground safety surface or any playground
equipment,
(B) - within a nine metre radius surrounding the edge of any wading pool, basin or splash pad safety
surface, or
(C) - within any zoo or fenced area

4.  Public Boat Launching Facilities
A number of city parks provide boat launching facilities.  Public boat launches will be identified in the draft
Parks By-law.  

The City provides a public boat launching site in Bell Park off Ramsey Lake Road. In 1999-2000, the City
constructed a building on site which provided public washrooms along with equipment to wash boats being
launched at this site.  The purpose of this service was to ensure that all boats were cleaned prior to
launching in order to control zebra mussel entering the lake and to remove dirt such as oil, gas,etc.  The
service was originally to be provided through a private partnership agreement.  The agreement was not
realized resulting in the service not being offered.  Other concerns raised by the public include winter
access to Bell Park by vehicles onto Ramsey Lake from the boat launch.

5.  Midways/Carnivals
The zoning by-law permits carnivals on properties zoned C5-Shopping Centre for commercial only.  The City
receives requests to operate midways on park properties annually.

6.  Commercial Activities
Special Events organizers are authorized under permit to allow food vendors, selling of merchandise,
souvenirs, art etc.  The City has leased existing concessions located at a number of parks.  The department
has been requested from vendors to set up portable concessions, selling of merchandise, souvenirs etc. at
major community parks such as Bell Park/Boardwalk during the summer months.

7.  Parks Security/Closing hours
The City operates a parks security program.  The program includes a stationary security program at Bell
park from 6 p.m. to 2 a.m. seven days a week and two mobile units on a schedule from 7 p.m. to 3 a.m.
seven days a week, patrolling sites throughout the City pre-selected by parks services.  The parks security
have delt with a number of issues including vandalism, drinking in parks, gatherings in parks past closing
hours, etc.  The draft parks by-law/public consultation will include a review of closing hours.



hours, etc.  The draft parks by-law/public consultation will include a review of closing hours.

Community Consultation

Three (3) open houses which will be scheduled in May will provide the public/stakeholders/park users with
the opportunity to review the draft by-law and provide input and suggestions.  The results of the community
consultation and the draft parks by-law will be presented to Council for consideration in October, 2012.
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