
Request for Decision 

Maximum Posted Speed Limit - Municipal Road
80, Hanmer

 

Recommendation
 That the speed limit on Municipal Road 80 from Yorkshire Drive
to Dominion Drive be reduced to 70 km/h, and; 

That a by-law be passed by City Council to amend the Traffic
and Parking By-Law 2010-1 in the City of Greater Sudbury to
implement the recommended change all in accordance with the
report from the General Manager of Infrastructure Services dated
May 27, 2011. 

Background:

At the March 21, 2011 Traffic Committee meeting, a request from
Ward 5 Councillor, Ron Dupuis, to review the posted speed limit
on Municipal Road 80 (M.R. 80) from Yorkshire Drive to
Dominion Drive was approved for study. 

At the October 13, 2010 meeting, City Council adopted the use of
the Canadian Guidelines for Establishing Posted Speed Limits,
published by the Transportation Association of Canada, for
evaluating posted speeds on arterial and major collector
roadways. These guidelines assess appropriate posted speed
limits based primarily on the classification, function and physical characteristics of a roadway.

This segment of M.R. 80 is located in the former Town of Valley East and is classified as a primary arterial
roadway due to its importance in the City’s road network. It is constructed to a rural standard with two (2)
lanes for northbound traffic, two (2) lanes for southbound traffic and a two-way centre turning lane. On the
west side of the roadway there is an off-road paved trail that is used by both cyclists and pedestrians (see
Exhibit ‘A’). The existing speed limit through this section of M.R. 80 is 80 km/h. The speed limit is reduced
to 60 km/h south of Yorkshire Drive.
 
Recently, a parcel of land on the east side of M.R. 80, between Yorkshire Drive and Josephine Drive, has
been rezoned to permit a large scale commercial development. Through the rezoning process it was
identified that this commercial development will require a full movement driveway south of Carol Street, a
right-in only driveway south of John Street and a set of traffic signals at the John Street intersection. The
Traffic Impact Study prepared in support of the development indicates that traffic patterns will change with
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development of the mall, and “it is likely that conditions will warrant extending the 60 km/h zone northward
past the New Valley Centre. The City should carry out a review of the speed limit when this development
takes place”.
 
Due to this pending commercial development, staff evaluated M.R. 80 as two (2) different segments. The
first segment is from Yorkshire Drive to Josephine Drive and the second is from Josephine Drive to
Dominion Drive. Staff further evaluated the Yorkshire Drive to Josephine Drive based on the current
conditions and the future conditions that included the proposed commercial development.
 
Applying the current physical characteristics of each segment to the new Canadian Guidelines and using a
functional classification of a “four lane rural undivided major arterial” yields a total risk score of 53 and a
recommended posted speed limit of 70 km/h for the section from Josephine Drive to Dominion Drive (see
Exhibit ‘B’).  The segment from Yorkshire Drive to Josephine Drive resulted in a total risk score of 43 and a
recommended posted speed limit of 80 km/h (see Exhibit ‘C’). Although both segments of road are
similarly constructed, the Josephine Drive to Dominion Drive segment scored a higher risk score and a
lower recommended posted speed limit due to the high number of residential driveways that exist on the
east side of the roadway.
 
Applying the future physical characteristics of the Yorkshire Drive to Josephine Drive segment, that includes
full development of the New Valley Centre, to the new Canadian Guidelines and using a functional
classification of a “four lane rural undivided major arterial” yields a total risk score of 51 and a recommended
posted speed limit of 70 km/h (see Exhibit ‘D’). The increased risk score for this segment is due to the
future traffic signals that will be installed and the additional driveways that will be required by the commercial
development.
 
Staff also completed a speed study in this area of M.R. 80 on June 10, 2010. The study was conducted 200
metres north of Yorkshire Drive and recorded the speeds of over 31,000 vehicles. The average speed
recorded was 82 km/h while the 85th percentile speed was 91 km/h. The 85th percentile speed is the speed
at or below which 85 percent of drivers are travelling and is generally accepted as a good indicator of an
appropriate speed limit. 
 
A second speed study was conducted in the 60 km/h zone, 200 metres south of Isabelle Street. The results
of the study show that the average speed was 75 km/h and the 85th percentile speed was 84 km/h.
 
Although the Canadian Guidelines recommended posted speed limit, based on current conditions, from
Yorkshire Drive to Josephine Drive is 80 km/h, staff recommends the maximum speed limit be reduced to
70 km/h for the entire section from Yorkshire Drive to Dominion Drive. This 70 km/h zone will provide a
transition between the 80 km/h speed limit north of Dominion Drive and 60 km/h speed limit south of
Yorkshire Drive. It will also be appropriate for the future commercial development proposed for the
area. Based on the speed studies, significant police enforcement will be required to bring operating speeds
more closely in line with the recommended speed limit of 70 km/h.    
 
An amendment to the City's Traffic and Parking By-Law 2010-1 is required to implement the recommended
change to reduce the speed on Municipal Road 80 from Yorkshire Drive to Dominion Drive to 70 km/h.
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