
Request for Decision 

One-Way Street - William Street, Garson

 

Recommendation
 That William Street be made a two-way street from Falconbridge
Road to Birch Street, and; 

That stopping be prohibited on the east side of William Street
from Birch Street to 185 metres south of Birch Street from 8:00
a.m. to 9:30 a.m. and 2:30 p.m. to 4:00 p.m., Monday to Friday,
excluding statutory holidays, and; 

That parking be prohibited on both sides of William Street from
Birch Street to 185 metres south of Birch Street, and; 

That Staff continue to work with school officials to provide a long
term solution to the parking problems on William Street near St.
John School. 

Background

At the Traffic Committee meeting on September 30, 2010,
Recommendation 2010-21 was presented and approved:

That Staff carry out a review of the concerns on William
Street including surveying all residents, and a review of
roads operational concerns;

And that a report including options and recommendations will be prepared and presented to the
Traffic Committee;

And that Staff continue to work with school board officials to provide a long term solution to the
problems on William Street near St. John School.

To improve traffic operations at the north end of William Street near St. John School, Council, based on a
petition supported by the majority of residents, approved changing William Street from a two-way to a
one-way from Falconbridge Road to Birch Street. After the change, a second petition was received
requesting that William Street be returned back to a two-way street. Copies of the previous Staff reports
dealing with this issue are contained in Exhibit “A”.
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When evaluating the one-way versus two-way designation for William Street, the opinions/desires of the
residents living on the street are important as they must live with the outcome. As approved by Council,
Staff have completed a door to door survey of the residents of William Street, and the results are presented
below:
 
Survey Results:
 
Number of Dwellings – 57
Number of Responses – 52 (91%)
Number that Support a Two-Way Street – 31 (60%)
Number that Support a One-Way Street – 20 (38%)
Number that Would Not State Preference – 1 (2%)
 
The following are some of the comments made by residents in support of either the one-way or two-way
street designations:
 
In Support of Two-Way Street 

Longer distance to travel on one-way street
All vehicles must pass by the school
Increased speeding south of school
One-way has not solved the problems
More snow will be plowed onto the west side of the road
Drivers are less cautious with one-way 

In Support of One-Way Street

Better flow of traffic
Street is safer for children
Safer to walk on the road
Street seems less busy
Decreased speeding
Safer to drive around sharp curves (no opposing traffic) 

Other General Comments

Residents want sidewalks cleared of snow more often
Remove sidewalk and widen the road
Frustrated with the lack of response for enforcement from City’s By-Law Department and Greater
Sudbury Police Service

Based on the above information, returning William Street to two-way traffic flow is supported by the majority
of residents, although not by a wide margin. Some of the resident’s comments are also contradictory
depending on whether they support a one-way street or two-way street.
 
While Staff are not opposed to recommending that William Street be returned to two-way traffic flow, it must
be recognized that the street is not wide enough to simultaneously accommodate school bus loading on the
east side, parent parking on the west side, and two-way traffic in between.
 
Should two-way parking on William Street be approved, it is recommended that the current parking
restrictions be formalized through an amendment to the City’s Traffic and Parking By-Law 2010-1 to prohibit
parking along both sides of William Street from Birch Street to 185 metres south of Birch Street. This will



extend the parking restrictions around the sharp curve immediately south of the school.
 
Due to the short duration of parking by parents for pick up and drop off and difficulty this causes for by-law
enforcement, Staff recommends that stopping be prohibited on the east side of William Street from Birch
Street to 185 metres south of Birch Street from 8:00 a.m. to 9:30 a.m. and 2:30 p.m. to 4:00 p.m., Monday to
Friday inclusive, excluding statutory holidays. The no stopping regulations are more likely to be obeyed by
parents and easier to enforce for the By-law Department and Police Services.
 
It is also recommended that Staff continue to work with school officials to provide a long term solution to the
traffic problems on William Street near St. John School.
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