
Request for Decision 

Traffic Calming Street Ranking

 

Recommendation
 That the Traffic Committee approve the 2010 ranking list for
Traffic Calming Eligible Roadways contained in the report from
the General Manager of Infrastructure Services dated August 23,
2010; 

And that Staff be directed to initiate the public support
component for the Traffic Calming process based on the ranking
order. Projects from lower in the ranking may be chosen to fully
utilize the annual budget; 

And that Staff be directed to receive final approval from Council
for Traffic Calming projects prior to issuing tenders for
construction; 

And that Staff forward the results of the speed studies to the
Greater Sudbury Police Services and request increased
enforcement on roadways identified with speeding problems. 

Finance Implications
 The 2010 capital budget provides for $150,000 related to traffic
calming. Annual expenditures for traffic calming will be limited to
the approved budget. 

BACKGROUND

The City’s Traffic and Transportation Engineering Section receives numerous requests each year to install
Traffic Calming measures such as speed humps and traffic circles to reduce speeding and improve safety
on its roadways. In February, 2008, the City of Greater Sudbury retained IBI Group to develop a Traffic
Calming Policy to aid staff in evaluating requests and the application of Traffic Calming devices. This policy
was permanently adopted by City Council on May 12, 2010. Council also directed staff to bring forward a
list ranking the roadways that qualify for traffic calming based upon the approved policy.               
 
What is Traffic Calming?
 
The institute of Transportation Engineering defines Traffic Calming as “the combination of mainly physical
measures that reduce the negative effects of motor vehicle use, alter driver behaviour and improve

Presented To: Traffic Committee

Presented: Monday, Aug 23, 2010

Report Date Tuesday, Aug 17, 2010

Type: Managers' Reports 

Signed By

Report Prepared By
Dave Kivi
Co-ordinator of Transportation & Traffic
Engineering Services 
Digitally Signed Aug 17, 10 

Division Review
Robert Falcioni, P.Eng.
Director of Roads and Transportation
Services 
Digitally Signed Aug 17, 10 

Recommended by the Department
Greg Clausen, P.Eng.
General Manager of Infrastructure
Services 
Digitally Signed Aug 17, 10 

Recommended by the C.A.O.
Doug Nadorozny 
Chief Administrative Officer 
Digitally Signed Aug 19, 10 



measures that reduce the negative effects of motor vehicle use, alter driver behaviour and improve
conditions for non motorized street users.”
 
Traffic Calming Warrant
 
The City’s Traffic Calming Warrant is based upon the review of the best practices of 24 jurisdictions
throughout North America. In addition, public input was solicited through surveys posted on the City’s
website and at the Citizen Services Centres. Two (2) stakeholder workshops were also held with City
departments and agencies including City Councillors, Police, Fire, EMS, Planning, Roads and Engineering.
 
The Traffic Calming Warrant consists of an initial screening where a combination of requirements must be
met for a site to be eligible for Traffic Calming. The threshold criteria and screening process can be found in
the attached Exhibits “A” and “B”.
 
Sites that pass the initial screening are then ranked against each other using a weighted point criteria based
on the classification of the road. Each eligible site is awarded points based on its score for each factor, with
a maximum score of 100 points. A score of 30 points has been established as a minimum threshold to
qualify for traffic calming consideration. The scoring criteria for local and collector roads is outlined in the
attached Exhibit "C".
 
Initial Screening and Ranking of City of Greater Sudbury Roads
 
During the summer of 2009 and the spring of 2010, City staff collected collision and traffic data for all
formally requested locations as well as a list of roads where the speed and volume of traffic is a frequent
concern of residents. Roads in all 12 wards were selected for review to ensure that the policy was
appropriate for all areas of the City. The initial screening process was completed for 138 road segments on
80 different roads. Of the 138 road segments reviewed, 40 qualified for the ranking process, and of these,
38 scored more than 30 points. As part of the final ranking process, any abutting road segments that scored
greater than 30 points were combined into one segment and assigned the highest score, resulting in a total
of 27 roadways. (see attached Exhibits “D” and “E”).
 
The results of the studies shows that the initial screening criteria used in the Traffic Calming Policy is
working well. Approximately 30 percent (30%) of road segments reviewed, qualified for Traffic Calming. The
goal of the initial screening is to ensure that Traffic Calming is appropriate for the road section being
reviewed.
 
Final Ranking
 
As indicated in the attached Exhibit "D", a total of 27 roadways qualify for Traffic Calming.  Depending on
the calming devices chosen and the length of the project, the City's Annual Traffic Calming of $150,000
should be enough to complete one major roadway, similar in size to Southview Drive, or a couple of smaller
projects per year.
 
In addition to the eligible roadways, Exhibit "D" shows the project length, preliminary cost estimate and
indicates whether the road is a transit route or primary emergency services route.  It is noted that the cost
estimates may vary greatly depending on the devices preferred by the residents.  For example, on a 1 km
road, you could paint bike lanes for $5,000 or construct physical devices for $100,000.  Also, roadways that
are not transit routes or primary emergency service routes qualify for vertical traffic calming measures such
as speed humps.  Speed humps are not only effective in reducing vehicle speed but are also less expensive
to construct than many other calming devices.
 
Also, roadways that are eligible for Traffic Calming and are not part of the Road Capital Program will have
recommended traffic calming devices incorporated as part of the design and construction.  Kathleen Street is
an example of where Traffic Calming was incorporated as part of the capital contract.
 
Recommendations
 
As indicated in the Traffic Calming Policy, Council approval is required for a project or series of projects



prior to initiating the public support component. Staff recommends that Council approve the list ranking the
eligible roadways. Based on approved budget limitations, staff will initiate the public support component in
the order the roadways are ranked. However, some similar projects may be selected out of order to fully
utilize the available capital budget.
 
Based on the time of year, and length of time needed to complete the public consultation component, actual
construction of traffic calming devices will not occur until next year.
 
Prior to tendering, staff will obtain Council’s approval for plans that have received the necessary public
support. As indicated in the Traffic Calming Policy, if a request is rejected at any point in the process, the
applicants and affected residents will be informed in writing, and Traffic Calming shall not be reconsidered
for the same section of road for two years.
 
Many roads which did not pass the initial screening for traffic calming had 85th percentile speeds that
exceeded the posted speed. City staff will compile a list of these roadways and forward it to Greater
Sudbury Police Services to be considered for speed enforcement campaigns.
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