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As of September 16As of September 16thth/08/08

Calls to the Bear Wise reporting line 1-866-514-2327

•• Sudbury:Sudbury: 3,0793,079
•• North Bay:North Bay: 221221

P S dP S d 714714•• Parry Sound: Parry Sound: 714714
•• Timmins:Timmins: 197197
•• SSM 1 333SSM 1 333•• SSM                  1,333SSM                  1,333
•• Province:Province: 8,5058,505

NUMBER OF BEARS TRAPPED AND TRANSPORTED  103

IMMOBILIZED       36

DISPATCHED        20
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Response Continuum: Response Continuum: types of encounterstypes of encounters
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Black bear problems occur…Black bear problems occur…

•• when when 
bears bears 
associate associate 
people people 
with foodwith foodwith foodwith food
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Black bear attractants:Black bear attractants:

•• household household 
garbagegarbage
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Black bear attractants:Black bear attractants:

•• household household 
garbagegarbage

•• commercial commercial 
garbagegarbage

•• bird feedersbird feeders
•• pet and livestock pet and livestock 

foodfood
•• poorly cleaned poorly cleaned 

BBQBBQBBQsBBQs
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Black bear attractants:Black bear attractants:

•• food itemsfood items
(left in vehicles)(left in vehicles)( )( )
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Black bear attractants:Black bear attractants:

•• compost binscompost bins
sweetssweets
meat scrapsmeat scraps

•• fruit treesfruit trees
•• garden producegarden produce
•• landfill siteslandfill siteslandfill siteslandfill sites

•• transfer stationstransfer stations
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Why manage problem bears?Why manage problem bears?

•• Property and safety Property and safety p y yp y y
concernsconcerns
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Human Human -- Bear attacks: the Bear attacks: the factsfacts
•• How dangerous are black bears to people?How dangerous are black bears to people?

during the 1900s, there were 46 recorded during the 1900s, there were 46 recorded 
bl k bbl k b d h f li i id h f li i iblack bearblack bear--caused human fatalities in caused human fatalities in 
North America, 9 of those occurred in North America, 9 of those occurred in 
Ontario (6 events)Ontario (6 events)Ontario (6 events) Ontario (6 events) 
••approx. 0.5 persons / yearapprox. 0.5 persons / year

from 2000 to June of 2008 there havefrom 2000 to June of 2008 there havefrom 2000 to June of 2008 there have from 2000 to June of 2008 there have 
been 15 additional fatalities (1 in been 15 additional fatalities (1 in 
Ontario)Ontario)

2 0 /2 0 /••approx. 2.0 persons / yearapprox. 2.0 persons / year
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Human Human -- Bear attacks: the Bear attacks: the factsfacts
•• How dangerous are black bears to people?How dangerous are black bears to people?

Perspective:Perspective:pp
•• 6 to 12 persons / year killed by lightning 6 to 12 persons / year killed by lightning 

(in Canada)(in Canada)
•• 19 persons / year killed by dogs (in N. 19 persons / year killed by dogs (in N. 

America)America)
•• 550 persons murdered / year in Canada 550 persons murdered / year in Canada 

(Statistics Canada)(Statistics Canada)
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Bear facts: Bear facts: bears are large, powerful animals:bears are large, powerful animals:

• adult males• adult males 
can weigh 120-280 kg (250-600 lb) 
attain full size at about 7-8 years of age, andattain full size at about 7 8 years of age, and 

sexual maturity at about 5 years

• adult females 
can weigh 45 - 182 kg (100-400 lb) 
attain full size at about 5 years of age andattain full size at about 5 years of age, and 

first give birth at 6 years of age

•black bears may live for up to 20–25 years, but 
on average 18 years in the wild
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Bear facts: Bear facts: bears have excellentbears have excellent senses, theysenses, they

• have color vision• have color vision
the ability to see colors probably helps 

them find foodthem find food

• hear a broader frequency range than humans 
with greater sensitivity 

have a keen sense of smell• have a keen sense of smell
their olfactory area is approximately 100 

times that of humanstimes that of humans
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Black bears:Black bears:

•• can nearly double their can nearly double their 
weight from July whenweight from July whenweight from July when weight from July when 
berries ripen until fall berries ripen until fall 
when they hibernatewhen they hibernate

availability of food availability of food 
influences when animals  influences when animals  
enter their dens enter their dens 
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PreventionPrevention: : Promote community actionPromote community action

•• Municipal bylaws can play a significant role Municipal bylaws can play a significant role 
in reducing the potential for conflict in reducing the potential for conflict 
between bears and peoplebetween bears and people

ExampleExample::

•• curbside restrictionscurbside restrictions

prohibit curbside garbage before the prohibit curbside garbage before the 
morning of pickmorning of pick--up up 

mandatory bearmandatory bear--resistant containersresistant containers
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PreventionPrevention: : Landfill sitesLandfill sites

•• Municipal landfills Municipal landfills 
can be designed can be designed gg
and operated so and operated so 
that the public andthat the public andthat the public and that the public and 
“dump bears” do “dump bears” do 
not come intonot come intonot come into not come into 
conflictconflict
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PreventionPrevention: : BearBear--resistant containersresistant containers
•• practical deterrents practical deterrents 

for communal for communal 
waste stationswaste stationswaste stations, waste stations, 
grocery stores, grocery stores, 
restaurants, etc. restaurants, etc. ,,
e.g.,e.g.,

www.haulall.comwww.haulall.com
li t k tli t k twww.mcclintockmetwww.mcclintockmet

al.comal.com
www.vquip.comwww.vquip.comq pq p
www.wm.comwww.wm.com
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PreventionPrevention: : BearBear--resistant containers (cont.)resistant containers (cont.)
•• practical deterrents practical deterrents 

for communal for communal 
waste stationswaste stationswaste stations, waste stations, 
grocery stores, grocery stores, 
restaurants, etc. restaurants, etc. ,,
e.g.,e.g.,

www.haulall.comwww.haulall.com
li t k tli t k twww.mcclintockmetwww.mcclintockmet

al.comal.com
www.vquip.comwww.vquip.comq pq p
www.wm.comwww.wm.com



Sudbury District Bear Wise Coverage 
3 full time bear3 full time bear 
techs

1 senior fish and1 senior fish and 
wildlife technician

1 area biologistg

8 additional staff 
certified by bear 
wise

Resources of the 
Northeast Region

2 d di t d b i t k 14 t f ll i bili ti2 dedicated bear wise trucks 14 traps full immobilization 
capabilities on a 24 hour basis during bear season
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Resource info:Resource info:
•• various fact sheets + various fact sheets + 

eBook eBook –– available at available at 
MNR offices and onMNR offices and on--
lineline



QuestionsQuestions

??


