


Fruit for All

*Collect surplus fruit from residents for soup kitchens, etc.

*Pilot project funded by Ontario Trillium Foundation 
(2015-2017) 



Edible Forest Gardens (food forests)
*Fruit trees and other perennial edibles

*Lower maintenance; water savings so far = +200,000 litres per year

*Halfway to goal of one in each ward by 2023



Youth Employment in Agriculture (YEA)
*August 2019: Received one-year grant from Ontario Trillium 
Foundation to develop a YEA program

*Enabled hiring of Youth Program Coordinator, summer 
students, interns

*Addresses gaps:
– majority of farmers at or near retirement age with no 

succession plan
-Ontario relies on 20,000 migrant workers to grow our 

food

Summer 2020 team: Youth Program Coordinator (front) with 
Canada Summer Jobs participants, NOHFC interns



Cambrian R&D partnership
*Spring 2020: Cambrian R&D approved for $350,000 from 
NSERC over 3 years - research related to our YEA program

*All school boards interested in working with us

*2021 season: goal to grow at least 3,000 pounds of food. 
Some to be donated, some to be sold to community members 
at low cost in lower income neighbourhoods



...involved more than 300 volunteers

...hosted more than 20 workshops (most of them free)

...donated 10,000+ of servings of food to soup kitchens and 
other programs

...collaborated with many others to develop G.S. Food 
Strategy 

...appeared in/on local media more than 25 times

...created 1.5 full-time; 12 seasonal/temporary jobs

Since 2014...



...and brought more than $500,000 in funding 
into the community 

The George Lunan Foundation



Our challenges

*Stable operating funds

*Timely communications w City staff


