
Official Plan Review Phase 2 Update 

Planning Services Division 

Report Date: February 11, 2019 
 

Background 
 

The City’s current and in-effect Official Plan was adopted by City Council in 

2006 and was approved, with modifications, by the Minister of Municipal Affairs 

and Housing (MMAH) in 2007. The Planning Act requires Council to revise the 

City’s Official Plan every five years to ensure it still meets local and provincial 

goals and objectives. The current review of the official plan began in 2012 and 

involved extensive study, public consultation, and reports to Planning 

Committee and Council (See References 1, 2, 3 – (April 25, 2016; May 29, 2017; 

May 28, 2018 staff reports). 

 

Phase One of the Official Plan Review (OPA 88) was adopted by City Council on 

June 26, 2018 by By-law 2018-124P (See Reference 4).  OPA 88 was forwarded to 

the Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing on July 9, 2018 for a Minister’s 

Decision given that the approval of a five-year review OPA is not exempt from 

the Minister’s approval.  

 

On February 5, 2019, the Minister issued a Notice of Extension of the period for 

decision-making by 90 days. The new date after which a person or public body 

may appeal all or part of the official plan amendment if no notice of decision is 

given is now May 6, 2019 (See Attachment A). 

  

Phase Two of the Official Plan Review is also subject to a review and approval 

from the Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing.  

 

Phase Two 
 

As noted in the May, 2018 Staff report (See Reference 3), Phase Two of the 

Official Plan Review would consider the recommendations of the Transportation 

Master Plan and the Water/Wastewater Master Plan. Staff would also bring 

forward any recommended land use policy changes associated with the 

Greater Sudbury Development Corporation’s From the Ground Up 2015-2025 

and other documents such as, but not limited to, the Transportation Demand 

Management Plan. 

 

Recent changes to the Planning Act (e.g. Bill 139), and any upcoming changes 

to the Provincial land use planning framework, may also need to be considered 

as part of the Phase Two of the Official Plan Review.   

 



 

 

Proposed Process 
 

Special Meeting of Council / Public Hearing 

 

The Planning Act requires a special meeting of Council to launch a review of the 

Official Plan, and requires the City to consult with the Approval Authority (the 

Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing) and prescribed public bodies (e.g. 

Conservation Authority, Hydro One, railway lines, etc) with respect to the 

revisions that may be required.  

 

On January 23, 2012, the City held a Public Hearing at Planning Committee to 

launch the review of the Official Plan. At that time, Staff received direction to 

prepare the necessary background studies and to consider any issues or 

comments raised at the special meeting or through formal submissions to the 

City, including those issues previously identified by Council. Staff recommends 

that this special meeting of Council be scheduled during the June 10, 2019 

Planning Committee meeting.  

   

Open Houses and Public Hearings 

 

Following the presentation of a first draft Phase Two Review of the Official Plan, 

staff would seek direction to undertake a series of public open houses to receive 

comment on the proposed changes to the Official Plan. Staff would consider 

these comments and bring forward a recommended final Phase Two OPA to a 

public hearing, and for Planning Committee and Council’s consideration. Upon 

adoption of the Phase Two OPA, it would be forwarded to the Province for a 

Minister’s Decision, per the requirements of the Planning Act. 

 

Proposed Schedule At-a-Glance 
 

Step Date 

Update Report to Council March 4, 2019 

Provincial Core-Team Meeting with 

Province 

April, 2019 

Special Meeting of Council/Public 

Hearing 

June 10, 2019 

Prepare draft amendment and 

circulate to Ontario Ministry of 

Municipal Affairs and Housing (MAH) 

(Mandatory 90-day circulation prior to 

issuing notice of public meeting and 

Summer 2019/Early Fall 2019 



open house) 

Open Houses and Public Hearings Late Q4 2019 

Adoption Post Public Hearing Date 

Forwarding of record to MAH Within 15 days of Adoption 

Decision by MAH Typically within 210 days of receiving 

record.  
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