Request for Decision

Northeastern Ontario Recreation Association 2019
Annual Educational Forum and Trade Show

Resolution

THAT the City of Greater Sudbury authorizes hosting of the
Northeastern Ontario Recreation Association 2019 Annual
Educational Forum and Trade Show as outlined in the report
entitled “Northeastern Ontario Recreation Association 2019
Annual Educational Forum and Trade Show” from the General
Manager of Community Development, presented at the
Community Services Committee meeting on January 21, 2019.

Relationship to the Strategic Plan / Health Impact
Assessment

This report supports Council’s Strategic Plan in the area of
Quality of Life and Place and aligns with the Population Health
Priority of Play Opportunities. The Northeastern Ontario
Recreation Association 2019 Educational Forum and Trade
Show provides an opportunity to showcase Greater Sudbury's
advancements in recreation while providing valuable training
opportunities in the areas of sport, active living and leisure
services.

Report Summary

This report seeks Council’s authorization to host the 2019
Northeastern Ontario Recreation Association Educational Forum
and Trade Show.

Financial Implications

Presented:

Report Date

O Sudbiiry

Presented To: Community Services

Committee
Monday, Jan 21, 2019

Wednesday, Jan 02,
2019

Type: Managers' Reports

Signed By

Report Prepared By

Jeff Pafford

Director of Leisure Services
Digitally Signed Jan 2, 19

Health Impact Review
Jeff Pafford

Director of Leisure Services
Digitally Signed Jan 7, 19

Division Review

Jeff Pafford

Director of Leisure Services
Digitally Signed Jan 2, 19

Financial Implications

Jim Lister

Manager of Financial Planning and
Budgeting

Digitally Signed Jan 3, 19

Recommended by the Department
lan Wood

Interim General Manager of Community
Development

Digitally Signed Jan 4, 19

Recommended by the C.A.O.
Ed Archer

Chief Administrative Officer
Digitally Signed Jan 7, 19

The Leisure Services Division will allocate $5,000 towards the event as part of the 2019 operational budget.




Background

The Northeastern Ontario Recreation Association (NeORA) provides training and
development and acts as the representative voice for the community sport, culture,
recreation and fitness organizations in Northeastern Ontario. NeORA is dedicated to
enhancing the quality of life, health and wellbeing of people and to promote the value
and benefits of parks and recreation to the public in their environments throughout
Northeastern Ontario.

The Northeastern Ontario Recreation Association hosts an annual educational forum to
provide an opportunity for recreation and sports volunteers, professional staff, elected
municipal officials, municipal recreation committee members, public health, recreation
retailers and provincial government personnel to meet annually in an educational and
social setting to:

e Develop and promote leadership skills.
Increase organizational effectiveness.
Learn about new frends and changes.
Improve networking amongst partners.
Build commitment for the importance of physical activity, sport, recreation and
healthy active living.

The first Educational Forum was held in North Bay in 1951 and has been held every year
since, with one exception in 1999. The City of Greater Sudbury (City) last hosted the
Educational Forum in 2012. NeORA strives to rotate the conference through its four
regions (Sudbury-Manitoulin, Nippissing-Parry Sound, Algoma, and Cochrane-
Temiskaming) every four years.

NeORA has called for hosts for the 2019 Annual Educational Forum & Trade Show. The
City has provided a letter of intent to host the 2019 educational forum, pending
approval from City Council in the form of a resolution (Appendix A — 2019 NeORA Bid
Letter).

Benefits of Hosting

By hosting the 2019 Northeastern Ontario Recreation Association Educational Forum &
Trade Show, our community would benefit in the following ways:

e Solidifies Greater Sudbury's role as a leader in the recreation, sport, health and
fitness movement in Northeastern Ontario.

e Provides the opportunity to showcase the municipality’s many new and
revitalized facilities such as the Northern Water Sports Centre, Kivi Park, new
splash pads, Adanac Ski Hill, the Howard Armstrong Recreation Centre and
pickleball complex at O'Connor Playground.

e Share success stories with delegates from across the province such as the City's
affordable access to recreation strategy, Greater Sudbury’s population health
strategy and playground revitalization.



¢ Allows the City to feature and recognize the work of local volunteers and
associations who contribute to active living initiatives in Greater Sudbury such as
local sports associations, heighbourhood associations, youth groups and other
community partners.

¢ Introduces staff, officials and volunteers to new ideas and recreation trends while
building a valuable network of regional colleagues.

e The community benefits from the economic impact of hosting up to 150
delegates over a four day period.

¢ Provides dynamic educational programming to local staff and volunteers.

e Provides opportunities to engage and feature community partners.
Provides a means to engage and feature local businesses and develop
partnerships.

Host Requirements

The Northeastern Ontario Recreation Association requires host communities to have the
capacity to accommodate up to 150 delegates, have facilities to host concurrent
educational sessions, trade show, banquet and social events and to demonstrate
financial commitment from the local municipality and private sector. The Leisure
Services Division will allocate $5,000 towards the event as part of the 2019 operational
budget, special events line account. Other funds required are generated through
registrations, corporate sponsorships and grant applications.

Summary

As was demonstrated in 2012, the City is well positioned to host the NeORA Annual
Educational Forum & Trade Show. Greater Sudbury has the resources and ability to
showcase the required conference and accommodation facilities and numerous
developments in the areas of recreation, sport and active living. Approximately 100
delegates attended the 2012 conference and the feedback regarding the
educational sessions, facilities and activities were exceptional.

Next Steps

Upon Council’'s confirmation to host the 2019 Educational Forum and Trade Show, the
resolution will be provided to the Northeastern Ontario Recreation Association.

The proposed conference dates are September 23 through 26™, 2019 (pending final
confirmation of venue) with a proposed conference theme of ‘Play is a Priority’,
focusing on the population health priority to provide accessible opportunities for alll
ages to play.

References

Northeastern Ontario Recreation Association website
http://www.neora.ca/



http://www.neora.ca/

Appendix A -2019 NeORA Bid Letter

City of Greater Sudbury
Ville du Grand Sudbury

PO BOX 5000 STN A
200 BRADY STREET
SUDBURY ON P3A 5P3

CP 5000 SUCCA

200 RUE BRADY
SUDBURY ON P3A 5P3
705.674.4455

www.greatersudbury.ca
www.grandsudbury.ca

Greater | Grand

Gty

City of Greater Sudbury
Ville du Grand Sudbury

Su

August 15, 2018

NeORA Board of Directors
Dear Recreation Colleagues:

It is with pleasure that | submit this letter as formal notification of the City of Greater Sudbury’s
intent to bid to host the 2019 Northeastern Ontario Recreation Association Forum and
Tradeshow. The City of Greater Sudbury most recently hosted in 2012 and in 2006, and we are
excited to showcase our facilities and programs to your delegates throughout Northern Ontario.

Recently, the City of Greater Sudbury has adopted ten priorities for population health to
strengthen the high quality of life and place in our community. One of the priorities is to provide
accessible opportunities for all ages to play.

Under the priority of play, the City of Greater Sudbury has advanced several noteworthy
initiatives and projects which would be of great interest to your delegates. Specifically as hosts,
we would be able to highlight:

the Playground Revitalization Project ($4.6 million investment in 58 playgrounds)
plans for the Kingsway Entertainment District and new Arena/Event Centre
development of Kivi Park

the new Northern Water Sports Centre

the City’s affordable access to recreation strategy

development of pickleball

Play is an integral part of each of these initiatives and projects and | am confident our staff and
conference committee could provide an extremely powerful and relevant conference program.
As a result, the proposed conference theme is PLAY IS A PRIORITY.

In past years, the City of Greater Sudbury has committed $5,000.00 through our operational
budget, towards the delivery of the conference and we are prepared to do so in 2019, should
we be accepted as the successful bid.

Our City has the convenience of air, bus and road transportation, as well as numerous options
for hotel accommodations that exceed NeORA requirements. The committee also has direct
access to many interested and engaged volunteers who have pledged their time upon award of
this conference.

General Details:

Proposed Dates: September 23 — 26, 2019

Proposed Accommodations: Radisson Hotel or Holiday Inn Hotel
Proposed Theme: Play is a Priority

Thank you for your consideration of our interest in delivering the 2019 NeORA Forum and
Tradeshow, and | look forward to hearing your feedback on our proposal upon NeORA Board
review.

Sincerely,

Catherine Matheson, BSW, MBA, CEC
General Manager, Community Development





